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CHAPTER ONE 
Form of State and Fundamental Cornerstones 

Section I 
Fundamental Cornerstones 

 
Article 1 

Name, Form and Capital of State 
 

Libya is a free, independent, unified and undividable state. Its sovereignty may not be waived 
nor does any part of its territories. It shall be named the State of Libya and the capital shall be the 
city of Tripoli. 

 
Article 2 

State Borders 
 

Borders of the State of Libya shall be: 
North: the Mediterranean 
East: Egypt and Sudan 
South: Sudan, Chad, Niger, and Algeria 
West: Tunis and Algeria  
 

Article 3 
State Flag 

 
The national flag shall be in accordance with the following shape and dimensions: 
Its length shall be twice the width. It shall be divided into three parallel colors on top of which is 
the red color followed by black and then green provided that the area of black color equals the 
total area of the other two colors and that it contains in the middle a white crescent with a white 
quinary star between its two ends. 

 
Article 4 

National Anthem 
 

The national anthem of the State shall be the Independence Anthem (ya biladi) which 
accompanied 17 February Revolution. This shall be regulated by law. 
 

Article 5 
Emblem of State 

 
The emblem, medals, insignia and official holidays of the State shall be defined by law. 
 

Article 6 
Sovereignty 



 
God alone is sovereign and sovereignty, by His will, is the nation trust. The nation is the source 
of powers that shall be exercised directly by referendum, or indirectly through constitutional 
institutions.  

 
Article 7 
Identity 

 
Libya is an Islamic state part of the grand Arab West and part of Africa built on comprehensive 
and diversified constants. It takes pride in all social and cultural components represented by the 
Arabs, Amazighs, Tuareg, Tebo and others. It shall establish the means to ensure maintenance 
thereof.  
 

Article 8 
Sources of Legislation 

 
1. Islam shall be the religion of the State, and provisions of the Islamic Sharia shall be the 

source of all legislations. Any legislation in violation thereof may not be enacted. All 
legislations enacted in violation thereof shall be null and void. 

2. The State shall be committed to enact the necessary legislations to prevent propagating 
and spreading beliefs contrary to the Islamic Sharia and practices contrary thereto. 

3. The State shall be committed to enacting legislations that criminalize aggression on 
Islamic holy places or offenses against God, Holy Quran, Sunna, Prophets, Prophet 
Mohammed (PBUH), Mothers of Believers [Wives of Prophet Mohammed (BPUH)] or 
Prophet’s Companions (May God be pleased with them).  
(This Article may not be amended). 

 

Article 9 
Supremacy of Law 

 
Supremacy of law shall be the basis for governance in State. This Constitution shall be the 
supreme law of State and public authorities, institutions and natural and legal persons shall 
commit to being subject thereto. All enactments in violation of its provisions shall be null and 
void. 
 

Article 10 
Nationality 

 
1. Whosoever obtains the Libyan nationality in accordance with provisions of the 

Constitution of Libya issued on 07/10/1951 and laws enacted thereunder shall be Libyan 
national. 

2. Whosever born to a Libyan father or obtains the Libyan nationality subsequently under a 
law in force shall be Libyan national. 



3. The Libyan nationality may be combined with any other nationality. However, the 
Libyan holding another nationality or a naturalized person who has not completed ten 
(10) years of naturalization may not assume the following positions: 

 President of State 

 Prime Minister, minister and deputy minister 

 Member of legislative and judicial authority 

 Governor and deputy governor of Libya Central Bank  

 Representative of permanent diplomatic missions 

 Qualitative and general Libyan Army Chief of Staff  

 Director of intelligence service, investigations, passports, customs, public security 
and police. 

 High electoral commission, head and member of independent constitutional 
bodies. 

 The Head of Civil register 

 Any other position set forth by law. 
 
 

Article 11 
Invalidation and withdrawal of Nationality 

 
Invalidation of Libyan nationality for any reason whatsoever shall be prohibited. It may be 
withdrawn within twenty years following naturalization. Cases of withdrawal shall be established 
by law.  
 

Article 12 
Naturalization 

 
1. Enacted law regulating granting the Libyan nationality shall take into account national 

interest considerations, maintenance of demographic structure regionally and nationally 
and ease of integration within the Libyan society.  

2. Among the conditions for granting nationality shall be waiver of original nationality, 
legal entry and continuous legal residency for a period no less than 20 years unless the 
applicant is a unique and distinguished expertise at the regional and international level. 
The other requirements shall be defined by law.  

 

Article 13 
Citizenship 

 
Male and female citizens are equal before the law. They are equal in civil, political, economic, 
social and cultural rights as well as in duties and common costs in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution. 
 

Article 14 



Political Pluralism 
 

The political system shall be based on principles of political and partisan plurality; peaceful 
succession to power; separation, balance and integration of powers, and exercise of power on 
basis of good governance built on transparency, monitoring and accountability in accordance 
with the provisions of the Constitution.  
 

Article 15 
International Relations 

 
The relations of the State shall be based on the principle of good neighborliness and non-
interference in internal affairs of other states and on basis of joint interest, reciprocity and 
peaceful settlement of disputes. 
 

Article 16 
Foreign Policy 

 
The foreign policy shall be based on the independence and sovereignty of state, guarantee of 
national interests, development of cordial relations with other states and cooperation with 
regional and international organizations within the norms of international law. 
 

Article 17 
International Treaties and Agreements 

 
The State shall commit itself to the international treaties and agreements which it ratifies, with 
emphasis on the principle of reciprocity. These shall be supra-legal and infra-constitutional 
provided that they are not contrary to the Islamic Sharia. 
 

Article 18 
Political Asylum 

 

Extradition of political refugees to their country of origin or any other country they express 
unwillingness to go to shall be prohibited. Conditions and situations of political asylum shall be 
regulated by law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section II 

Economic Cornerstones 

 

Article 19 

Economy 

 

1. The State shall work to establish a diversified national economy that achieves prosperity 
and well-being and raises living standards. It shall be based on standards of transparency, 
quality, and accountability and consumer protection. 

2. The State shall encourage the private sector to ensure competition and innovation to 
enable fulfilment of its social responsibility in serving the national economy. 

3. The State shall be keen to provide employment opportunities and prevent monopoly 
practices and corruption.  

 

Article 20 

Development 

 

The State shall ensure comprehensive, sustainable, balanced and locational development based 
on development indicators and fair distribution in order to fulfill the basic needs of citizens and 
sustain social welfare. 

 

Article 21 

Investment 

 

1. The State shall encourage private, public and joint investment in order to fulfil society 
needs and ensure balance of comprehensive and locational development utilizing 
mechanisms that guarantee sustainment of such balance.  

2. The State shall encourage foreign investment while preventing foreign control on 
national economy. Foreign investment contracts including utilization of real estates may 
not exceed a period of thirty (30) years. 

3. Foreign investments contracts for natural wealth must be submitted to the legislative 
authority for endorsement.  

4. Ownership of real estates by non-Libyan natural persons shall be regulated according to 
the principle of reciprocity. This shall be regulated by law. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Article 22 

Agriculture, Industry and Tourism 

 

Agriculture, industry and tourism are considered fundamental components of national economy. 
The State shall enact legislations and take the necessary measures for the support, 
encouragement, development and protection thereof. 

 

Article 23 

Zakat 

 

Zakat is essential to the society. The State shall oversee its payment and spending on legal 
disbursements in accordance with the provisions of Islamic Sharia. 

 

Article 24 

Natural Wealth 

 

Natural wealth belongs to the people on behalf of whom the State shall exercise sovereignty 
over. The State shall work towards its utilization, protection, development and investment 
ensuring public interest, prosperity and fair benefit to all areas. 

 

Article 25 

Public Ownership 

 

Public funds and properties shall be inviolable and may not be seized. The State and society shall 
protect, maintain and develop thereof. Violation, aggression or disposal thereof contrary to the 
provisions of Constitution and law shall be prohibited. This shall be considered a crime to which 
there shall be no statute of limitation. 

 

Article 26 

Environment 

 

Protection, safety and development of environment shall be an obligation on the State and all 
people residing therein. 

 

 

 

 



Section III 

Social and Cultural Cornerstones 

 

Article 27 

Language 

 

The first proposal is submitted by the majority (except for members of components) stating the 
following: 

Article (  ) 

Official Language 

The Arabic language – language of the Holy Quran- shall be the official language of the State. 

 

Article (   ) 

National Languages 

Arabic, Amazighi, Tuaregi, Tebu, Hosa, Ghadamsi and other languages spoken by part of the 
Libyan people and considered part of its cultural and social legacy shall be national languages. 
The State shall commit to giving attention and teaching thereof and shall work towards 
perceiving these languages by all Libyans as part of their collective heritage. 

 

The second proposal is submitted by the components and states the following: 

Article (  ) 

1. Arabic shall remain the official language of the State. 
2. Tawerghi, Tebu and Amazighi shall also be official languages being a joint legacy for all 

Libyans. The official nature of Tawerghi, Tebu and Amazighi languages shall be 
activated in stages and according to a mechanism defined under a regulating law in that 
regard to be approved during the first parliamentary session. The provisions of this law 
shall ensure integration of Tawerghi, Tebu and Amazighi languages in the educational 
structure and other fields of public life to enable future fulfillment of function as official 
languages.  

 

Article 28 

Family 

 

1. The family formed by legal marriage between a man and a woman is the cornerstone of 
society being based on religion, ethics and patriotism. Its care and protection from all that 
is contrary to Islam and public morals shall be guaranteed by the State to ensure its 
coherence and stability. The State shall encourage marriage and shall develop all possible 
means to facilitate it. 



2. The State shall ensure maternity and child care and shall also ensure harmonization 
between duties of the woman towards her family and work. 

3. The State shall ensure social welfare and education for children of unknown descent 
ensuring their integration in society. 

 

Article 29 

Children and Youth 

 

The State shall ensure child and youth care and shall provide the conditions necessary for 
development of their educational, scientific, psychological and innovative capacities and 
participation in building the State. It shall take the necessary measures to protect children and 
youth from all negative phenomena. 

 

Article 30 

Disabled People 

 

The State shall commit itself to safeguarding the rights of disabled people medically, socially, 
educationally, economically and recreationally, ensure their protection from any discrimination, 
provide suitable job opportunities, prepare public facilities and surrounding environment and all 
means and capabilities that ensure their full and effective integration into society. 

 

Article 31 

Martyrs, Missing, Injured and War inflicted People 

 

The State shall safeguard the rights of martyrs, missing people, injured and war inflicted people 
as well as their wives, children and parents. It shall work to acknowledge them in a manner 
consistent with their sacrifices for Libya. This shall be regulated by law. 

 

Article 32 

Social Justice 

 

The State shall commit itself to achievement of social justice and encouragement of social 
solidarity to ensure equal opportunities, prosperity, welfare and decent lives for all citizens.  
 

Article 33 
Education 

 
1. Education is an essential to society. The State shall work to promote all levels of 

education throughout the country, and shall encompass an appropriate environment 



thereto. The State shall also ensure inviolability of educational institutions, and 
independency of universities, higher learning institutes and scientific research centers.   

2. The State shall support and ensure freedom of scientific research to encourage creativity 
and innovation. It shall sponsor researchers and inventers and shall commit itself to 
allocating a progressive percentage of 1% of the national income as defined by law in 
order to keep pace with global quality standards. 

 

Article 34 
Health 

 
1. The State shall develop policies to upgrade the level of health services and combat and 

prevent epidemic diseases according to internationally accepted standards. 
2. The State shall commit itself to improving the situations of physicians, pharmacists, 

nurses and assistant medical staff. 
3. Abstinence from providing various forms of treatment to each and every individual in 

cases of emergency or danger to life shall be prohibited. 
4. The State shall commit itself to allocating a percentage of national income for 

government expenditure on health sector in order to sustain global quality standards as 
determined by law.  

 

 
Article 35 
Housing 

 
The State shall commit itself to developing plans and policies for the provision of appropriate 
housing that takes into account the Libyan particularity to achieve balance between population 
growth rates and available resources, support self-initiatives and regulate utilization of State 
territory for reconstruction purposes for the public interest.  
 

Article 36 
Social Welfare 

 
The State shall guarantee social welfare for citizens, mothers, children, youth and elderly people 
and in cases of disability, work injury, unemployment, orphanage, widowhood and others to 
ensure a decent life therefor. It shall also protect the rights of legal residents within the limits as 
regulated by law. 
The State shall guarantee the rights of retirees to ensure proportionate pensions and retirement 
benefits for peers in legal positions regardless of the date of referral to retirement. It shall 
commit itself to maintaining financial contributions and develop thereof for their benefit. 
 

Article 37 
Sports 

 



The State shall foster sports and shall work towards its development, support and promotion of 
level. It shall guarantee independence of sports bodies and clubs and shall resolve sports disputes 
in accordance with the international norms and conventions. This shall be regulated by law. 
 

Article 38 
Endowments 

 
Charitable endowment shall be inviolable. They shall only be disposed of by an authorization 
from the competent court in the best interest of the endowment and within limits as permitted by 
the provisions of the Islamic Sharia. 
The State shall oversee, run the affairs, invest and monitor endowments to ensure development, 
achievement of goals and legal objectives thereof within the limits of law. 
 

Article 39 
Historical Monuments 

 
 The State shall commit itself to protecting, preserving, protecting the areas of, exploring, 
maintaining and regaining usurped monuments. Monument offering, violation, or trading shall be 
considered a crime for which there is no statute of limitation.  
In case a private property is deemed of a historical nature, the relation of owners with the State 
shall be regulated by a special law that guarantees their legal rights. 
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Title on the Form and System of Governance  

 

Article 1 
 
The governance system in the Libyan state is representative and based on the 
principle of political pluralism and peaceful rotation of power. 
 

Public Authorities 
 

Article 2 
 
The Public Authorities in the Libyan State are: The legislative authority, the executive 
authority and the judiciary; and the relationship between these authorities shall be in 
accordance with the principle of balance and oversight. 

 
Chapter 1 – The legislative authority 

 
Article 3 

 
The legislative authority consists of the national assembly, with its two houses (The 
House of Representatives and the Shura Council) has the authority to legislate, 
approve the state's public policy, the general plan for economic and social 
development and the state's public budget. It exercises oversight over the actions of 
the executive authority, each according to its competences and in the form provided 
for in the constitution.  
 

I – The House of Representatives 
 

Article 4 
 
The House of representatives consists of one hundred and forty four members elected 
through free, secret and direct voting in accordance with provisions of the elections 
law, provided that voters have completed eighteen years of age. Appropriate 
representation of all sections and social, cultural and linguistic components of the 
Libyan people should be ensured (Amazigh, Tabu and Tuareg). 
 

Article 5 
 
A candidate for the membership of the House of representatives should be: a Libyan 
Muslim, doesn't hold another nationality, enjoys his civil and political rights, has an 
educational qualification, has completed twenty five years of age upon registering 
candidature, and has his name enlisted on the election lists in the electoral district, not 
convicted of any felony or dishonorable misdemeanor, in addition to the other 
conditions provided for in the election law. 
 

Article 6 
 
The House's term is four years starting on the date of its first meeting. Elections to 
renew the House take place during the last sixty days of its term. The President of the 
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State or the Prime Minister calls the House to a meeting within fourteen days of the 
date of announcing the final results of the elections.  
 

Article 7 
 
The House holds its first session chaired by its eldest member, with the youngest 
member acting as rapporteur, in order to elect the House’s presidency which consists 
of a speaker and two deputies, who serve a two year term. The next election of the 
House's presidency takes place in accordance with the House's bylaws.  
 

Article 8 
 
The House's sessions shall not be valid unless attended by at least an absolute 
majority of the members. Decisions shall be taken with an absolute majority of 
members when approving laws, and in any other cases provided for by the 
constitution.  
 

Article 9 
 
Proposing a draft law, or a draft proposal to amend a law to the relevant committee in 
the House of Representatives is the right of: 

1. The President of the State; 
2. The Prime Minister; 
3. Five members of any of the two houses; 
4. Three thousand voters. 

 
Any judicial authority or constitutional body might propose any draft laws related to 
its own affairs. 

 
Article 10 

 
Specialized committees in the House of Representative might accept or reject 
proposals for draft laws or draft proposals to amend laws within a period not 
exceeding thirty days, and its decision to accept or reject the proposal should be 
justified.  
 
Specialized committees might hold hearings about certain proposals in the presence of 
experts and specialized individuals from the government, research centers and 
universities.  
 
Specialized committees draft the accepted proposals in the form of draft laws, refer 
them within sixty days of receiving them to the House to vote on them, with the 
exception of draft laws received from the government, which should be referred to the 
House within fourteen days of receiving them. Any proposal rejected by the House 
might not be presented again in the same session. 
 

Article 11 
 
If the House of Representatives approved a draft law, or a draft amendment of a law, 
it shall be refereed within a period not exceeding three days to the President of the 
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State to pass it and have it published within thirty days of the date of referral. The law 
shall enter into force as of its publication in the Official Gazette.  
 
The President of the State might return the draft law with amendments, and the House 
might approve the draft with amendments with an absolute majority, within fourteen 
days, or without amendments with two third majority. In all cases, the draft shall be 
referred to the President of the State to have it passed within eight days. If the House 
did not approve the law it becomes null and void. 
 
The President might not return any draft approved by the Shura Council. 
 

Article 12 
 
In addition to any other authorities provided for in the constitution, the House of 
Representatives has the following powers: 

1. Approving draft laws and their amendments while taking into account 
provisions of article (20/1). 

2. Providing a vote of confidence or no confidence in the Prime Minister or any 
of the ministers. 

 
Article 13 

 
Every member in the House of Representatives might put questions to the Prime 
Minister or a minister on a subject within their mandate. They have to answer these 
questions in the same session, and the member has the right to comment on the 
answer. 
 

Article 14 
 
Every member in the house of representatives might question the Prime Minister, or 
any minister, on issues within their mandate in the form shown in the house's by laws 
and in a manner that doesn’t limit the member's right to express his opinions and 
comment on the answer. 
 
No discussion, in the framework of questioning, takes place except after eight days of 
the date of submitting for a questioning session and within a period of thirty days, 
except in emergency situations and after the approval of the person questioned. 
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II- The Shura Council 
 

Article 15 
 
The Shura Council consists of seventy two members elected through secret, free, 
direct, public and individual voting in accordance with the election law, provided that 
voters have completed at least twenty five years of age.  
Representation should be equal among the three geographical regions, and equality 
should be considered in distributing seats among the governorates within these 
regions, while ensuring appropriate representation for every section and social, 
cultural and linguistic component of the Libyan people (The Amazighs, Tabu and 
Tuareg). 
 

Article 16 
 
A candidate for Membership of the Shura Council should be a Libyan Muslim, who 
does not hold another nationality, has his name listed in the election tables of the 
electoral district, enjoys his civil and political rights, has at least a higher education 
qualification, has completed forty years of age upon the date of candidature, has not 
been convicted in a final judicial ruling in a felony or misdemeanor which undermines 
honor or trust, in addition to the other conditions provided for in the election law. 
 

Article 17 
 
The Shura Council's term is six years starting from the date of its first meeting. New 
members shall be elected for half the seats every three years, while the half replaced 
for the first time shall be chosen by drawing lots. Elections take place during the last 
three months of every three years, and those whose term has finished might be re-
elected. 
 
The President of the State or the Prime Minister calls for the meeting within fourteen 
days of the date of announcing the final results of the elections. 
 

Article 18 
 
The Council holds its first session under the chairmanship of its eldest member, while 
its youngest member acts as rapporteur, to elect the Council’s presidency which 
consists of the speaker and his two deputies. They serve a three-year term. The next 
elections for the Council’s presidency takes place every three years. 

 
Article 19 

 
The Council’s meetings shall not be valid unless at least two thirds of the members 
attend; and decisions shall be taken with at least the absolute majority of the members 
of the Council. Draft laws shall be approved with a majority of two thirds plus one of 
the members of the Council. 
 

Article 20 
 
The Shura Council has the following authorities: 
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1. Reviews draft laws and draft amendments of the laws referred to it by the 
House of Representatives to be approved or amended without prejudice to 
provisions of article 21, and refers them to the House of Representative to 
issue them within fifteen days of the date of  referral, on the following 
subjects: 

a. The financial system of the state and the public budget; 
b. Local administration (local government); 
c. Nationality and immigration; 
d. Political asylum; 
e. Referenda and elections; 
f. Political parties; 
g. Emergencies; 
h. Political rights and public freedoms; 
i. Exploiting natural resources; 
j. Organizing the judiciary; 
k. The army and the police. 

2. The council might approve appointment proposals made by the President 
of the State, within the authorities given to him in accordance with the 
provisions of article 58, with following excessive list of jobs: 

a. Judges of the Constitutional Court; 
b. Presidents of the independent constitutional bodies; 
c. Chief of the general staff of the armed forces; 
d. Head of general intelligence; 
e. Ambassadors and representatives of the state at regional and 

international organizations; 
f. Governor of the Libyan Central Bank; 
g. The Mufti; 
h. The Public Prosecutor; 

3. Ratifying regional and international agreements and treaties. 

4. Approving proposed constitutional amendments. 
 

Article 21 
 
If the two Houses disagreed twice about a draft law, a joint committee consisting of 
an equal number from the two houses shall be formed to settle differences and 
propose a consensus text after which the draft law shall be referred to the two Houses 
to be voted on. 
 
If the joint committee failed to reach a consensus solution within sixty days of the 
date the proposal is presented for the first time to the Shura Council, the Shura 
Council makes the necessary amendments and approves it. The draft law shall be 
referred to the house of representatives to take the necessary measures to pass it. 
 

Article 22 
 
At least twelve members of the Shura Council might submit a request to the Council's 
presidency, which includes good reasons to dissolve it. 
 
The Council shall meet within eight days of the date of presenting the request to be 
examined. The decision to dissolve the Council shall be taken by at least the absolute 
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majority of the members. Otherwise, the request shall be rejected, and no other 
request might be presented on the same subject during the same year. 
 
If the Council is dissolved, the existing council continues to discharge its duties until 
a new Shura Council is elected within sixty days of passing the decision to dissolve it. 
The handing over procedures shall take place in accordance with the Council's 
bylaws. 
 
With the election of the new Shura Council, the President of the State submits his 
resignation and acts in accordance with provisions of article 57. 
 

Article 23 
 
Upon a request presented by 24 members of the Shura Council for the resignation of 
the President of the State, the Shura Council meets within eight days to decide on 
accepting or rejecting the President's resignation. Voting shall be secret and with an at 
least two-third majority. 
 
If they vote "Yes", the President submits his resignation and acts in accordance with 
article 57, and if the request is rejected, no other request might be made on the same 
subject in the same year.  
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III – General Rules for the Two Houses 
 

Article 24 
 
A member of the National Assembly represents the whole people, and his electors 
might not limit his representation with any constraint or condition. 
 

Article 25 
 
Before a member of any of the two Houses takes office, he takes the following oath 
before his council: "I swear by Almighty God to be faithful to God and the homeland, 
to respect the constitution and the laws of the country and to discharge my duties with 
utmost truth and sincerity in the service of the homeland". 
 

Article 26 
 
A member of the National Assembly might not hold any other public position, nor be 
member in both Houses at the same time. 
 

Article 27 
 
Members of the National Assembly might not be brought to account for the views 
they express in the two houses or in the committees formed by them, while abiding by 
the Houses' bylaws. 
 

Article 28 
 
Challenges to the validity of the election of members of any of the two houses of the 
National Assembly might be submitted within three days of announcing the final 
results, and the challenge should be filed before the competent court. The High Court 
decides on the challenge within thirty days of the date of receiving it; and if the Court 
rules that the membership is invalid, the House to which the member belongs takes a 
decision to end his membership as of the date of informing him of the decision. 
 

Article 29 
 
A member of the National Assembly should dedicate all his time to discharge the 
duties associated with his membership.  His original job shall be kept for him in 
accordance with the law, and the member receives a financial reward set by the law. 
 

Article 30 
 
Each member of the National Assembly should, within the first month of taking oath 
and assuming his position, declare his personal financial assets, and those of his wife 
or wives, and minor children. The declaration should be detail and should show their 
movable and fixed assets and their credits and debits inside and outside Libya. They 
should also provide a financial statement at the end of each year and at the end of 
their term in office. All the statements shall be kept at the House to which the member 
belongs. 
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Article 31 
 
Each of the two houses issues its own bylaws in accordance with the constitution, and 
it shall be published in the official gazette.  In drafting their bylaws, each House 
should take into account coordination and complementarity with the other House in 
order to ensure efficiency of parliamentary work.  
 

Article 32 
 
At least ten members of the House of Representatives or five of the Shura Council 
might propose to hold a session of the House to which they belong in order to discuss 
a subject or to receive clarifications about the policy of the President of the State or 
the government on the subject. 
 

Article 33 
 
The speaker of each House shall keep order and security in his House; and no armed 
force might enter the House or be close to its doors except upon the request of its 
speaker; and any aggression against the premises of the two houses is considered a 
crime punishable by law. 
 

Article 34 
 
Members of the National Assembly enjoy parliamentary immunity, and each of the 
two councils might charge any of their members of committing high treason or a 
violation of the constitution. 
 
The indictment shall be issued by the House to which the member belongs upon a 
request made to the Speaker by at least twelve members of any or the two houses, and 
with the absolute majority of the members. The decision includes lifting the member’s 
immunity and suspending him, and referring the case to the Attorney General to take 
the necessary legal actions. 
 
When the member is convicted, the relevant House passes a decision to disqualify 
him; and the convicted person remains subject to the charge and to trial, sentence, and 
punishment in accordance with the law. 
 

Article 35 
 
A member of the National Assembly shall be subject to the criminal procedures 
provided for by the law in cases of flagrante delicto, or a dishonorable misdemeanor. 
In cases other than flagrante delicto, no criminal measures might be taken against a 
member except upon prior permission of the House to which he belongs, and upon a 
written request by the Attorney General. When the House is not in session, permission 
is given by the House Speaker, and the House is informed in its first session. 
 
The decision on the request to take criminal measures against the member shall be 
taken within fourteen days at the latest of the date of receiving the request; otherwise 
the request shall be considered accepted. 
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Article 36 
 
The resignation of any member of the two houses shall be accepted providing that it is 
made in writing, and providing that the House to which the member belongs has not 
started procedures to withdraw his membership. 
 

Article 37 
 
Membership in any of the two houses ends for one of the following reasons: 

1. Death, or becoming unable to discharge one's duties;  

2. The member’s resignation, dismissal, or losing one of the conditions for 
candidature; 

3. Dismissal in accordance with the cases and mechanisms regulated by the 
bylaws of each House. 

 
The decision to terminate membership is passed by the House to which the member 
belongs. 
 

Article 38 
 
When a seat of a member in any of the two houses becomes vacant for any of the 
reasons mentioned in article 37, at least six month before the end of membership, an 
alternative member shall be chosen in accordance with the election law and in 
accordance with provisions of this constitution within thirty days of the date of the 
vacancy, and the term of the new member extends until the end of his predecessor’s 
term and ends by the end of the House's term. 
 

Article 39 
 
The National Assembly shall be based in the city of (Al Baida, Benghazi, Tripoli, 
Sabha), and each of its two houses holds its ordinary meetings in accordance with the 
law in two ordinary sessions every year, and each session shall last at least four 
months. It might hold its meetings in any other place.  
 
Sessions of the two houses take place at the same time and the first session start 
within fourteen days of the date of announcing the final results of parliamentary 
elections.  
 

Article 40 
 
Both houses of the National Assembly meet under the Chairmanship of the Speaker of 
the Shura Council; and in his absence the meeting is chaired Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and if he is absent, the eldest member of those present chairs the 
session with the attendance of the majority of the members, in the following cases: 

1. Opening the legislative session; 

2. To hear the oath of the President of the State; 

3. To listen him to the speeches of kings and presidents; 

4. To listen to the speeches of the President of the State on issues of a 
national import; 
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5. Holding consultative sessions for both houses. 
 

Article 41 
 
Both houses of the National Assembly meet in extraordinary cases in the Assembly's 
headquarters or in any other place on the request of the President of the State, or 
whoever succeeds him in accordance with provisions of this constitution, or upon the 
request of a third of the members of both houses, in the following cases:  

1. Approving the declaration of war and ending the war; 
2. Imposing a state of emergency and lifting it; 
3. Sending military forces outside the borders of the state. 

 
The sessions shall be chaired by the President of the State or whoever succeeds him in 
accordance with provisions of this constitution; and decisions shall be taken with the 
majority of the present members, provided that the number is not less than two thirds 
of the members in both houses. 
 
Any extraordinary meeting of the national assembly held in violation of this article is 
null and void, and any decisions taken by such a meeting are null and void. 
 

Article 42 
 
Sessions of both houses are public, while voting on decisions is secret, and 
deliberations shall be documented in minutes in accordance with the bylaws and 
published in accordance with the conditions stipulated by the law. Each of the two 
houses might meet secretly with the approval of the majority of the present members 
upon the request of twelve members. 
 

Article 43 
 
Neither House of the Assembly might be stopped or dissolved in their ordinary 
sessions before approving the public budget. 
 

Article 44 
 
Each of the two houses, in accordance with its bylaws, might create the committees 
necessary for its work, and which might discharge their duties during the house's 
vacation. Each of the two houses might also create official committees in order to 
investigate certain matters within their mandate. In discharging their duties, they 
might collect whatever evidence they find suitable and to request hearing witnesses 
testimony. The executive and administrative authorities should provide them with 
whatever documents or other materials they request. 
 
Matters which are subject to a court trial or ruling might not be investigated. 
 

Article 45 
 
A member of the National Assembly might not be awarded any honors, decorations or 
medals during his membership. 
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Article 46 
 
When the House of Representatives is dissolved, and until a new House is elected, the 
Shura Council discharges the tasks of the National Assembly with its two houses in 
accordance with articles 40 and 41. 
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Chapter 2 – The Executive Authority 
 

Article 47 
 
The Executive Authority shall be discharged by the President of the State and the 
government.  

 
I – The President of the State 

 
Article 48 

 
The President of the State: is the one who preserves the unity of the state, the 
independence of the homeland, the integrity of its territories, and shall protect the 
interests of the people. 
 
The President of the State shall be elected, shall discharge his authorities and 
competences; and his responsibilities shall be defined in accordance with the 
constitution. 
 

Article 49 
 
The candidate for the presidency of the state should have the following: 

1- The conditions for membership in the Shura Council 
2- Be recommended by twelve members of the House of Representatives, or ten 

thousand voters from at least two thirds of the governorates with a minimum 
of five hundred voters from each governorate. Recommendations for more 
than one candidate shall not be taken into account. 

 
Article 50 

 
Speaker of the Shura Council announces opening the process of receiving candidacies 
and elections for the office of President of the State in accordance with the following: 

1. The candidacies which meet the conditions laid down in article 49 shall be 
presented to a special committee which consists of three judges with the 
rank of councilor chosen by President of the High Court, who also appoints 
their president, and is called the Presidential Elections Committee;  

2. The Presidential Elections Committee presents the candidacies which meet 
the conditions to the Shura Council held in an ordinary session to elect the 
President of the State; 

3. Electing the President of the State takes place in direct, secret and free 
voting under the supervision of the Presidential Elections Committee, and 
the winner is the candidate who obtains two thirds plus one of the votes of 
the House. 

4. If none of the candidates obtains the majority of two thirds plus one in the 
first round, a run off round is conducted between the two candidates who 
obtain the highest votes, and the winner shall be the candidate who wins 
the largest number of valid votes. If the votes are equal, the side which 
includes the Speaker wins. In all cases, the results shall be considered final 
and cannot be challenged before any authority. 
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The elected president announces, upon his victory, his withdrawal from any political 
party or block, and provides a written assurance of that. 
 

Article 51 
 
The elected President of the State shall be sworn in the next day of winning the 
elections before the National Assembly in the following manner: "I swear by 
Almighty God to discharge my duty as President of the State faithfully, to respect the 
constitution and the laws of the country, to preserve the independence and unity of 
Libya, and to protect the interests of the people and the homeland." 
 

Article 52 
 
The presidential term of office shall be as follows: 

1. The term of office shall be five years as of the date of being sworn in, and 
it might be renewed for one time.  

2. The Speaker of the Shura Council announces the beginning of the 
proceeding of candidature and election of the new President of State, and 
the elections take place during the last sixty days of the term in accordance 
with articles 49 and 50. 

 
Article 53 

 
The President of the State should, within one month of being sworn in and assuming 
his position, present a statement of his financial assets for him personally, for his wife 
or wives, and minor children. The statement shall be detailed and shall include all 
their moveable and fixed assets, their credits and debits inside and outside Libya. The 
President of the State shall also submit financial statements at the end of every year 
and at the end of his term in office, and all these statements shall be kept at the Shura 
Council and the Constitutional Court. 
 

Article 54 
 
The President of the State might not, during his term in office, occupy any other 
public position or exercise any activity, which might bring him financial rewards and 
any gifts, in cash or in kind, received by the President of the State personally, or by 
agency, because of his office or on his assuming office, shall be owned by the public 
treasury of the state. 
 
Law shall stipulate the annual financial allocations for the President 
 

Article 55 
 
The President of the State, together with the government, draws and implements the 
public policy of the state in the way shown in the constitution. The Prime Minister 
and the relevant ministers who signed with the President of the State on the actions 
taken by him share responsibility for these actions. 
 

Article 56 
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The office of the President of the State shall be considered vacant in the following 
cases: 

1. Death; 
2. Resignation, which should be in writing and addressed to the Shura 

Council; 
3. Dismissal, in accordance with article 68; 
4. Being disqualified or unable to discharge his duties; 
5. Losing any of the conditions provided for in article 49, or violating 

provisions of article fifty; 
 
The Shura Council passes a decision stating the vacancy of the office of the President 
of the State.  
 

Article 57 
 
When the President of the State is absent, or when a temporary obstacle prevents the 
President from discharging his authorities, he is replaced by the Prime Minister, 
provided that this period doesn’t exceed sixty days. After that, the Shura Council 
needs to decide extending the period or announcing that the position is vacant. The 
decision shall be passed with the approval of the absolute majority of the members.  
 
When the position of the President becomes vacant, President of the Constitutional 
Court assumes temporarily the constitutional and legal authorities of the President of 
the State; and when he is absent, President of the High Court replaces him. When he 
is absent, the Constitutional Court meets to choose one of its members to replace him, 
and the oath stated in article 51 of this constitution shall be taken before the National 
Assembly. 
 
Within seven days of the vacancy, the Speaker of the Shura Council announces the 
opening of the process of receiving candidacies his and electing the new president 
within sixty days  by the latest, in according of provisions of articles 49 and 50. 
 
The Acting President might not nominate himself for this position; neither can he ask 
for amending the constitution, nor dissolve the House of Representatives nor dismiss 
the government. 
 
If the vacancy in the office of the President of the State coincided with the elections 
for one of the houses, precedence should be given to electing the Shura Council, then 
the President of the State and then the House of Representatives. 
 

Article 58 
 
In addition to any other authorities given to him by the constitution or the law, the 
President of the State carries out the following functions: 

1. Passing the decision to form the government, and accepting its resignation 
in accordance with the provisions of the constitution; 

2. Passing decisions to appoint people in the positions stated in article 20/2 
after the approval of the Shura Council; 

3. Passing the laws and ordering their publication after the approval of each 
house in accordance with the authorities of each; 
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4. Proposing draft constitutional amendments and draft laws; 
5. Awarding decorations and medals; 
6. Appointing and dismissing individuals in the higher positions in the 

Presidency of the State and the institutions affiliated with it; 
7. Approving death sentences; 
8. The President might put issues of national importance to public 

referendum after the approval of the Shura Council. 
 

Article 59 
 
The President of the State shall have the power to grant general amnesty in 
accordance with the law authorizing him with this power. The law shall be approved 
by both houses with the absolute majority of their members, and the president has the 
power to issue a special amnesty in consultation with the Prime Minister and the 
President of the Higher Judicial Council. 
 

Article 60 
 
The President is the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces whose task is to 
protect the sovereignty of the state, its territorial integrity and its security. The 
president shall declare war and conclude peace treaties. 
 

Article 61 
 
The President is the representative of the state in its foreign relations, and he shall 
conclude treaties and agreements which shall enter into force after being approved by 
the Shura Council.  
 

Article 62 
 
The President of the State might discharge his authorities directly in relation to 
defence and foreign affairs.  
 

Article 63 
 
The President of the State might delegate some of his authorities or powers to the 
Prime Minister, the ministers and the governors in the way regulated by the 
constitution and the law. 
 

Article 64 
 
The President of the State might call the government for consultations about its work, 
and he chairs the meeting. He shall also chair the meetings of the government when it 
discusses foreign and defence policies. 
 

Article 65 
 
The President of the State might, if the House of Representative is dissolved, or when 
the two houses haven’t convened, and in consultation with the Prime Minister, pass 
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decrees with the power of the law. These decrees shall be considered within seven 
days of the beginning of the next session in order for them to be approved or rejected.  
 
No decrees on issues within the authority of the Shura Council might be passed. 
 

Article 66 
 
The President of the State, in consultation with the Prime Minister, and Speakers of 
the House of Representatives and the Shura Council, might declare the state of 
emergency when the country is threatened by national disaster, siege, or a danger 
which threatens the safety of society. 
 
The National Assembly meets within seven days of declaring the state of emergency 
in an extraordinary session, upon the request of the President to decide whether it 
should continue or be lifted in accordance with provisions of the constitution. If the 
declaration was signed when the house was not in session, the house should be called 
for an emergency meeting, and within a period that doesn’t exceed fourteen days of 
the date of declaring the state of emergency. The National Assembly shall be in a 
permanent session until the President of the State declares that state of emergency is 
over. 
 
The state of emergency shouldn’t extend for more than thirty days renewable only 
with the approval of the majority of the present members of the National Assembly; 
and in all cases the declaration of the state of emergency should state the objective, 
the region and the duration of the state of emergency in accordance with the law. 
 

Article 67 
 
The President, during the state of emergency, might not impose limitations on basic 
rights and freedoms except to the extent necessary to preserve the public safety of the 
country. 
 
All the decisions and acts taken by the President during the state of emergency are 
subject to challenge before the courts. 
 

Article 68 
 
The President of the State might pass a decision to dissolve the House of 
Representatives in the following cases: 

1. Upon a request presented by the Prime Minister with the approval of at 
least two thirds of the members of the government which includes good 
reasons related to the house's obstruction of public policy, development 
plans or obstructing the budget without real justifications. The President 
conducts his consultations in thirty days to bring viewpoints of the 
different parties closer and solve the problem. If a solution could not be 
reached, and the President rejected the request to dissolve the House, the 
government resigns.  
If the President accepts the resignation of the government, the issue of 
dissolving the House shall be presented to a popular referendum (Yes or 
No), and with the approval of the majority of the voters, the President 
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passes his decision to dissolve the House of Representatives and 
announces early elections within sixty days. If the referendum rejected the 
solution, the government is considered resigned. If the referendum is not 
carried out on time, the House meets again on its own on the next day of 
the expiry date. 

2. At least twenty four members of the House of Representatives might 
present a request to the speaker which includes good reasons to dissolve 
the House. The house meets within eight days of submitting the request to 
exam it, and the President of the State passes the decision to dissolve the 
house after the approval of at least an absolute majority of its members. 
Otherwise, the request shall be rejected, and no other request on the same 
subject might be presented during the same session. 

 
The house might not be dissolved within its first year, or during the state of 
emergency. 
 

Article 69 
 
The President of the State might pass the decision dissolving the government in the 
following cases: 

1. The House of Representative approving with an absolute majority to 
withdraw confidence from the government in accordance with article 77. 

2. The resignation of the Prime Minister; 
3. Dissolving the House of Representative in accordance with article 68. 

 
The existing government continues to be a caretaker government until a new 
government is formed in accordance with provisions of the constitution. 
 

Article 70 
 
The President of the State might be accused of high treason or of violating the 
constitution upon a justified request presented by 36 members of the House of 
Representatives or 24 members of the Shura Council to the Speaker of the Shura 
Council. A hearing session shall be held to discuss this within three days of making 
the request, and the house makes its decision within eight days of accepting or 
rejecting the request with a majority of two thirds of its members in a secret ballot. 
 
If the request is accepted, the Shura Council passes a decision to make the parliament 
recharge against the President of the State, lift his immunity, suspend him, and 
referring him to the constitutional court to decide on the subject. Its rolling shall be 
final and not subject to any challenge. 
If he is convicted, the house passes a decision dismissing him, and the convicted 
remains subject for indictment, trial, sentence and punishment in accordance with the 
law. 
 
In cases other than flagrante delicto in a felony or a dishonorable misdemeanor, and 
upon a justified request by the Attorney General accusing the President of committing 
a criminal act, the Shura Council holds a hearing and discussion session, and within 
fourteen days, the house makes its decision to accept or reject the request with the 
majority of members in a secret ballot. 
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If the request is accepted, the house passes its decision to lift the President's 
immunity, suspends him from work, and refer the case to the Attorney General to take 
legal action to bring him before the courts. If he is convicted, the house passes its 
decision to dismiss him. 
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II – The Government 
 

Article 71 
 
The government is the highest executive and administrative authority in the Libyan 
state. It consists of the Prime Minister, the ministers and deputy ministers.  
 

Article 72 
 
The Prime Minister heads the government, supervises its work and guides it in 
discharging its duties. The law defines the general principles of organizing the 
ministries and other state bodies. The Council of Ministers discharges its authorities 
in accordance with the constitution, the laws and regulations.    
 

Article 73 
 
Those appointed Prime Minister or member of the government should be Libyan 
Muslim, should not hold any other nationality, should enjoy his civil and political 
rights, and have completed thirty years of age, and not have been convicted in a final 
court ruling of a felony or a dishonorable misdemeanor. 
 

Article 74 
 
The President of the State shall, within seven days of the meeting of the House of 
Representatives, ask a Prime Minister from the party or the coalition which obtained 
the highest number of seats to form the government. 
 

Article 75 
 
The House of Representatives gives its confidence to the government in a secret ballot 
with the absolute majority of the members during the session in which it hears the 
government’s action program presented by the Prime Minister within thirty days of 
being asked to form the government. If the government does not get absolute 
majority, it resigns, and the Prime Minister forms a temporary caretaker government 
responsible before him. 
 
The House should deliberate within the first year either to give its confidence to the 
temporary government, or agree on a new government to which it gives its 
confidence. If the House does not reach a decision within one full year, it shall be 
dissolved, and the President of the State declares early elections within sixty days. 
 
In all cases, forming the government should take into account the proper 
representation of all sections and social, cultural and linguistic components of the 
Libyan people. 
 

Article 76 
 
After the House of Representatives gives its confidence to the government, according 
to article 75, the Prime Minister and the ministers swear an oath of allegiance to the 
homeland before the House of Representatives as follows: "I swear by Almighty God 
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to be faithful to the homeland, to respect the constitution and the laws of the country, 
and to discharge my duties faithfully and be faithful to the service of the homeland". 
 

Article 77 
 
Confidence shall be withdrawn from Prime Minister or one of the ministers with the 
approval of the absolute majority of the House of Representatives in a direct secret 
ballot. If confidence is withdrawn, the Prime Minister should present his government's 
resignation to the President of the State, and the house might withdraw its confidence 
from any minister with the approval of the absolute majority of its members. 
 
The house shall not consider the request to vote on withdrawing confidence from the 
Prime Minister or a minister until after an interrogation session, and upon a written 
request presented by twenty four members in the case of the Prime Minister, and of 
twelve members in the case of a minister. This shall be discussed within 14 days of 
being presented and should be decided within three days after the end of the 
discussion. 
 

Article 78 
 
The term of office of the Prime Minister is four years and ends by the end of the term 
of the House of Representatives. When his term of office is over, or when the 
confidence is withdrawn from him, or when he resigns, or is dismissed, all the 
ministers shall be considered dismissed. 
 

Article 79 
 
The office of the Prime Minister, or the minister shall be considered vacant in the 
following cases: 

1. Death; 
2. Resignation; 
3. Dismissal in accordance with article 82; 
4. No confidence in a minister in accordance with article 77; 
5. Being disqualified or incapable of carrying out his duties; 
6. Loosing one of the conditions of being a candidate for the position. 

 
The House of Representatives declares the vacancy, and President of the State passes 
a decision stating the fact. 
 

Article 80 
 
The Prime Minister or any of his ministers shall, within the first month of taking the 
oath and assuming of his office, declare his financial assets, and the assets of his wife 
or wives, and his minor children. The declaration should detail their fixed and 
movable assets, their credits and debits inside and outside Libya. The President of the 
State should also make financial statements at the end of every year and at the end of 
his term in office. All the decisions shall be kept by the House of Representatives. 
 

Article 81 
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Neither the Prime Minister, minister, nor deputy minister might occupy during their 
term in office, any other public office or carry out any the other activity which might 
bring them financial rewards. They might not buy or rent state property, let or sell it 
any of their assets, barter with it over some assets, enter directly or indirectly into 
tenders or contracts concluded by the public administration, organizations or 
companies under the management or oversight of the state. Neither of them might be 
a member of the board of directors of any company or have any active part in any 
commercial or financial transaction. The law decides the salaries of the Prime 
Minister, the ministers and deputy ministers. 
 

Article 82 
 
The Prime Minister and the ministers enjoy immunity; and in the case of committing 
high treason or violating the constitution, what applies to members of the House of 
Representatives applies to them; and the indictment shall be made by the House of 
Representatives in accordance with article 34. 
 

Article 83 
 
The government might not borrow, obtain funding, or shift allocations from one 
budget item to another except after being approved by the House of Representatives 
and the Shura Council. 
 

Article 84 
 
Distributing authorities: 
The authorities of the council of ministers: 

1. Implementing the government program approved by the House of 
Representatives; 

2. Preserving the security the homeland and protecting the rights of citizens 
and ensuring respect for laws and regulations; 

3. Proposing draft laws and draft law amendments; 
4. Preparing the draft law of the public budget; 
5. Organizing state companies, institutions and bodies on their different 

levels, supervising and following them up; 
6. Discussing the proposals, plans and policies of every ministry within its 

area of work; 
7. Passing bylaws, organization and executive rules, and organizational rules 

of public utilities; 
8. Appointing deputy ministers and civilian and military officials upon a 

suggestion from the relevant minister; 
9. Any other authorities provided war by the constitution or by the laws;  
10. Passing the necessary regulations to implement its authorities. 

 
The authorities of the Prime Minister: 

1. Passing the necessary regulations to implement the laws in a manner that 
does not obstruct, amend or exempt from their implementation. He can 
authorize others to pass such regulations unless the law itself specifies 
who passes the necessary regulations for its implementation; 
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2. Passing the necessary decisions to create public utilities and organizing 
them after obtaining the approval of the council of ministers; 

3. Any other authorities which might be provided for by the constitution or 
the laws. 

 
The Authorities of the Minister: 

1. The minister is responsible for drawing the policy of his ministry within 
the general framework of the public policy of the state and in coordination 
with all relevant bodies, and he continues to implement those policies 
through guidance and oversight; 

2. Any other authorities which might be stipulated by the constitution or the 
law. 

 
The Authorities of the Deputy Minister: 

1. Following up work at the ministry in a manner that ensures institutional 
stability and improving proficiency in implementing its policies; 

2.  Any other authorities that might be provided for by the constitution or the 
laws. 
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Title Three 
 

The Judiciary 
 

Chapter One 
 

General Provisions 
 

Article 1 
 
Members of judicial bodies are independent in their work. No authority has power over them 
except that of the law and their conscience, they shall not be removed from their positions, 
are equal in their rights and duties, guarantors of the enforcement of provisions of the 
Constitution, the rule of law and protection of rights and freedoms, and the State ensures the 
independence of the judiciary, and interfering with the justice is a crime which is not subject 
to the statute of limitation, and they swear an oath before taking office in the manner stated 
by the law. 
 

Article 2 
 
Members of the Judiciary are judges, members of the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the law 
regulates the manner in which they are appointed and the way their administrative and career 
affairs are managed in a manner that ensures their neutrality and integrity. They are 
prohibited from exercising any political or party function or any other profession besides that 
of the Judiciary. They shall not be seconded or transferred to other jobs except for carrying 
out the same job in Military Courts or the Higher Electoral Commission or their equivalent, 
the same conditions and provisions shall apply on the members of the judicial institutions. 
 

Article 3 
 
Members of the judiciary enjoy judicial immunity. They may not be arrested or interrogated 
unless their immunity is lifted. When they are caught flagrante delicto in crimes for which 
precautionary arrest is allowed, the Higher Judicial Council should be informed; and it 
decides whether or not to lift immunity. Members might not be removed or dismissed. They 
might not be transferred to another job during the legal year except by a justified decision by 
the Higher Judicial Council. They may not be disciplined except in the cases and in 
accordance with the guarantees stipulated by the law. 
 

Article 4 
 
The Judicial Authority shall be exercised by the different types and grades of courts. The 
right of litigation and defence is guaranteed by the Constitution. Court sessions shall be 
public unless the court decides otherwise due to public order or public morals. Court 
deliberations are confidential, but court rulings are public. Individuals under precautionary 
arrest shall attend before the courts in person. Death sentences are issued only in 
implementation of a judicial or Sharia sentence, and after ensuring the existence of Sharia 
stipulated evidence. Rulings are made in the name of the people. Refraining from enforcing 
final court rulings and judicial orders is a crime regulated by the law. 
 

Article 5 
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Precautionary incarceration shall be an exception. The Public Prosecutor’s Office may not 
incarcerate an individual for more than six days for any crime for which precautionary 
incarceration is permitted. It may not extended for more than a total of six months during 
which the accused should be referred to the ‘charging chamber’ or the competent court, or 
should be released. All trials take place on two levels. In felonies, trials should involve three 
judges in the court of first instance. The rank of each judge may not be less than that of a 
court deputy. Rulings of the court of first instance can be appealed before the Appeals Court, 
which consists of three or five judges. A trial might not last for more than two years as of the 
date of the first session. The law regulates court proceedings and duration of precautionary 
incarceration. 
 

Article 6 
 
Human being, in principle, is presumed innocent. Every person has the right to a fair trial 
before his natural judge within a reasonable time. Litigants are equal before the law. The state 
ensures easy access to the courts. The courts do not admit any evidence extracted under 
coercion or through illegal measures. Creating special or exceptional courts is prohibited. No 
legislation might be given immunity against appeal before the courts. The law regulates the 
competencies of the different types and levels of courts. 
 

Article 7 
 

1. The tenure for Heads of the judicial institutions and authorities and their deputies are 
four years or the remaining duration to their retirement, whichever is closer, and for 
one term. 

2. The term of office for a member of the judiciary terminates when he reaches seventy 
years of age. Nevertheless, he might retire, upon his request, when he reaches fifty 
five years of age. The law regulates the other cases and procedures of terminating 
their service. 

 
 

Chapter Two 
 

The Higher Judicial Council 
 

Article 8 
 
The Higher Judicial Council consists of: 
 

1. President of the High Court, as President; 
2. President of the State’s Council, as Deputy 
3. The Public Prosecutor, as member; 
4. The Minister of Justice, as member; 
5. President of the Judicial Bodies Oversight Administration, as member; 
6. Heads of Appeals Courts, as members; 
7. Head of the Administration of the State’s Legal Affairs Administration, as member; 
8. The most senior head of a court of first instance, as member. 
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The Council enjoys administrative and financial autonomy, drafts its own budget and 
discusses its full components with the Legislative Authority and afterwards it is stipulated as 
a single figure, and it shall undertake the establishment of courts and prosecution offices and 
expresses its opinion on draft laws related to the Judiciary. When the President of the Council 
is absent, the next most senior member in the Council stands in as President. Every meeting 
has to achieve a two-thirds quorum. It takes its decisions by majority of those present. When 
votes are equal, the side that includes the President wins and the law shall reguate its other 
competencies. 
 

Chapter Three 
 

The Courts and the Public Prosecutor’s Office 
  

Article 9 
 
The High Court is the highest judicial authority and consists of a president; a vice-president 
and a sufficient number of Counselors whose rank might not be lower than that of Head of an 
Appeals Court, or an equivalent, chosen by the Higher Judicial Council and the Court’s 
President and Vice-President are from the three most senior judges of the court and selected 
by its general assembly. The court is the only competent authority to decide on matters of 
“conflict of competence” among judicial bodies and conflicts in implementing final 
contradictory rulings. The legal principles it decides shall be binding to all courts and other 
bodies, with the exception of the Constitutional Court. The law regulates administrative 
matters of its members. Its rulings are subject to a supplication for reconsideration. The law 
regulates its other competences. 
 

Article 10 
 
The Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Court of Cassation shall be under the High Court, and 
shall consist of a sufficient number of members whose ranks might not be less than that of 
Chief Prosecutor, or its equivalent. They join it upon a decision of the Higher Judicial 
Council. Its president shall be its most senior member, and its competences shall be regulated 
by the law. 
 

Article 11 
 
Members of the Public Prosecutor’s Office are prosecutors acting on behalf of the Public 
Prosecutor who shall be responsible for investigation and initiating and proceeding with 
public lawsuits and is the only authority with the power to request lifting legal immunity 
from those who enjoy it in order for the Higher Judicial Council to rule on their cases. The 
Public Prosecutor is appointed by the President of the State upon the nomination of the 
Higher Judicial Council. He shall be selected from among High Court Counselors, members 
of the State’s Council, heads of Appeals Courts or grade (A) Attorney Generals for a four-
year term or for the remaining period until his retirement, whichever is closer, and for one 
term. 
 

Chapter Four 
 

The State’s Council 
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Article 12 
 

1. The State’s Council is an independent judicial body based in Tripoli. Its general 
assembly might decide to convene it in any other place inside Libya. It consists of a 
president, vice-president and a sufficient number of counsellors of the level of Chief 
of Appellate Court or its equivalent shall be  is created upon a decision of the High 
Judicial Council. 

2. Administrative prosecution office will be affiliated to the State’s Council that 
comprises of sufficient number of prosecutors whose ranks shall be no less than first 
deputy prosecutor that undertakes investigation of administrative and financial 
infringements and the administration’s overstepping its authorities, and shall 
undertake initiating and processing lawsuits and attending the court’s sessions, shall 
be nominated by the Public Prosecutor and shall be [appointed] via a decision by the 
Higher Judicial Council; its Chairmanship shall be assumed by its most senior 
member. The law regulates its other competences.  

 
Article 13 

 
The State’s Council alone is authorized to look into administrative challenges related to 
human rights, disciplinary challenges, electoral challenges made by the administrative 
departments of the Appeals Courts affiliated to it. It’s competence also includes examining 
conflicts in relation to enforcing all its rulings; it prepares, writes and explains draft laws, 
revises draft contracts in which the state or any of its public or private bodies is part. Its 
members are subject to the same procedures that apply to selecting President of the High 
Court, his deputy and the Court’s counsellors. The law regulates its other competences. 
 

 
 
 
 

  



6 
 

Chapter Five 
The Judicial Institutions 

 
The Judicial Inspection Authority 

Article 14 
 

Is a judicial body that is established via a decision of the Higher Judicial Council; it shall 
comprise a chairperson and deputy as well as a sufficient number of counsellors whose rank 
shall be no less than a deputy [head] of the appellate court or equivalent.  

 
 

The State’s Legal Affairs Administration and the Public Attorney Office 
 

Article 12 
 
Judicial body its formation decision is issued by the Higher Judicial Council and represents 
the state in lawsuits filed by or against the state. It might ask for and accept a cordial 
settlement at any stage of litigation. The Public Attorney’s Office defends whoever wishes to 
be defended by it. The law shall regulate the affairs and competences of both bodies. 
 
 

Chapter Six 
 

Lawyers 
 

Article 16 
 
Lawyers are independent professionals and partners in administering justice. They enjoy 
criminal immunity and the arrest or detention of a lawyer during or due to carrying out his 
duties is prohibited unless caught on flagrante delicto. The law regulates the conditions of 
enrollment as lawyers and rules of making them account for their actions and disciplining 
them. 
 

Chapter Seven 
 

Judicial Experts 
 

Article 17 
 
Judicial experts, forensic medicine experts and functionaries of the courts and the Public 
Prosecutors’ Offices are independent in discharging their duties and enjoy criminal immunity 
in the course of discharging their duties or because of them. All of that shall be regulated by 
law. 
 

Chapter Eight 
 

Military Courts 
 

Article 18 
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Military courts are specialized in looking into military crimes committed by members of the 
military or in association with civilians. Civilians might not be tried before military courts 
except for crimes which constitute a direct aggression on military installations or installations 
of a similar nature. The law states those crimes and other competences of military courts in a 
manner that ensures the right to challenge their rulings before the High Court in the case of 
felonies, provided that lawyers carry out their defence in accordance with the law. Their 
members enjoy the guarantees and immunities enjoyed by members of judicial bodies. 
 

Chapter Nine 
 

Transitional Provisions 
 

Article 19 
 
The High Court continues to discharge its duties in examining constitutional and 
administrative challenges until The Constitutional Court and the State’s Council are created. 
 

Article 20 
 

Benefits and other career aspects enjoyed by counsellors of the High Court and the Court of 
Cassation’s Prosecution service apply to all members of judicial bodies. The High Judicial 
Council issues a decision stating the seniority ranking of members of judicial bodies, 
including High Court Counsellors. 
 

 
Title Four 

 
The Constitutional Court 

 
Chapter One 

 
The Court’s structure 

 
Article 21 

 
The Constitutional Court is a judicial body based in Tripoli, and might be convened in any 
other city inside Libya upon a decision of its General Assembly. It has its own independent 
budget that is discussed before the legislative authority and afterwards is stipulated as a single 
figure. Its opinion is sought in relation to draft laws concerning it. 
 

Article 22 
 
The Court consists of eleven members, including its president and vice-president. The High 
Judicial Council nominates five counsellors with the rank of head of an appeals court, the 
President of the State nominates three members and the legislative authority nominates three 
members. The nominees of the President of the State and the legislative authority should be 
highly qualified and competent in the law, Islamic Sharia law or political science with at least 
twenty years of practical experience in their fields, or lawyers accepted before the High Court 
for fifteen uninterrupted years. The president and vice-president of the court should be among 
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the members nominated by the High Judicial Council. Vacancies in membership are filled 
using the same standards. 
  

Article 23 
 
Members of the court serve one six-year term. Members of the court might not play any 
political or party role or do any other job during their membership in the Constitutional 
Court. The law regulates the functioning of the Court, the procedures followed before it and 
its other competences. 
 

Chapter Two 
 

The Court’s Competence 
 

Article 24 
 
The Constitutional Court is the sole body authorized with judicial oversight over the 
constitutionality of legislation, interpretation of constitutional texts and reviewing 
international agreements to which the Libyan state is party. It is also authorized to rule on 
conflicts related to its members’ affairs, implementing the rulings and decisions it passes and 
ruling on challenges to rulings related to the constitutionality of establishing political parties, 
their programmes, the way they are formed and financed, their activities, objectives, 
procedures of dissolving them, terminating their activities and ruling on the extent to which 
all these aspects conform to the constitution. It is authorized to rule on conflicts between the 
authorities with reference to the powers given to them in the constitution, reviewing 
legislation on which a ruling of unconstitutionality has been made before re-passing them. Its 
rulings are final and binding to all. The law regulates its other competences. 
 

Article 24 
 
The President of the State, the Prime Minister and the Public Prosecutor might submit a 
challenge to the Constitutional Court requesting the passing of legislation to regulate a certain 
issue if the Legislative Authority refuses to pass it. Likewise, any natural or legal person with 
an interest might ask the Constitutional Court to pass legislation to protect their basic rights 
provided for in the constitution. The rulings and decisions of the Court shall be published in 
the official gazette.  
 
 



Constitutional Drafting Assembly 

 
Thematic Committee on the Part of Independent Institutions 

 

Part Eight 

 

Independent Institutions 

 

Chapter One 

 

General Provisions 

 

Article 1 

 

Independent constitutional institutions stipulated in this part shall enjoy legal personality as well 
as technical, administrative and financial independence. They shall practice their relevant tasks 
with objectivity, and without fear or favoritism. They shall be consulted on draft laws related to 
their terms of reference; and they shall be organized by law. 

 

Article 2 

The legislative authority shall elect with two-thirds majority independent persons who have 
competency and integrity to manage those institutions. They shall not be removed [from office] 
before the end of their term unless they lose one of the conditions of their election, or in cases 
stipulated by law. 

 

Article 3 

Those institutions shall be accountable to the legislative authority; they shall submit to it one or 
more reports during the year, which shall be discussed in a public session within a period not 
exceeding sixty days since the date of its submission; the report shall be published to the public. 
Those institutions shall also be under the oversight of the competent authorities. 

 

 



Article 4 

The legislative authority may establish other independent institutions with two-thirds majority.  

 

Chapter Two 

 

Special Provisions for Each Institutions 

 

First 

High National Electoral Commission 

 

Article 5 

The High National Electoral Commission shall exclusively deal with the management and 
organization of elections, as well as all stages of general and local referenda, in a transparent and 
credible manner, including the announcement of the final results. 

 

Article 6 

The Commission shall be managed by a council comprising nine members; its chairperson shall 
be one of the members and shall be elected by the legislative authority. The members shall 
assume their duties for one term which duration shall be six years; one third of the members shall 
be renewed bi-annually. 

 

 

Second 

Audit Bureau 

 

Article 7 

The Audit Bureau shall be the highest authority for financial audit and accountancy in the State. 
The Bureau shall undertake overall oversight over the State’s assets and different institutions, as 
well as any other entity owned fully or partially by the State or specified by the law. 

 

 



Article 8 

The Bureau shall be managed by a chairperson in the capacity of a General Auditor and one or 
more deputies in the capacity of vice-chairperson. They shall assume their duties for six years 
that may be renewed once. 

 

Third 

 

Administrative Oversight Commission 

 

Article 9 

The Administrative Oversight Commission shall undertake the conduct of an effective 
administrative oversight over all bodies funded, fully or partially, by the public treasury, as well 
as private firms and establishments working for the public benefit, and follow-up their work, in 
order to ensure the fulfilment of their duties and commitment to the different legislations. 

 

The Commission shall also undertake investigation of administrative crimes and violations 
committed by entities falling under its oversight, whether it uncovers them [crimes] or they are 
referred to it by other entities; and shall refer them to the competent authorities. 

 

Article 10 

The Commission shall be managed by a chairperson and a deputy; both shall assume their duties 
for six years that can be renewed once. 

 

Fourth 

Good Governance and Anti-Corruption Commission 

 

Article 11 

The Good Governance and Anti-Corruption Commission shall work in cooperation with other 
commissions and institutions towards developing and activating good governance and anti-
corruption policies, as well as consolidating the values of transparency, integrity and 
accountability. 

 



Article 12 

The Commission shall conduct enquiries on, and uncover, cases of corruption in the public and 
private sectors, as well as investigating such cases and launching public lawsuits in this regard. 
The law shall specify corruption crimes that fall under its jurisdiction and its relation with public 
prosecution and the Administrative Oversight Commission and the Audit Bureau.  

 

Article 13 

The Commission shall be managed by a council comprising five members; the legislative 
authority shall elect a chairperson from among them. They shall perform their duties for six years 
that can be renewed once. 

 

Fifth 

 

The National Council for Public Liberties and Human Rights 

 

Article 14 

The National Council for Public Liberties and Human Rights shall undertake the consolidation of 
promotion and mainstreaming of human rights and public liberties values. It shall also undertake 
the following: 

- Observe human rights situation and and monitor human rights violations as well as report 
and follow up such violations with the relevant authorities. 

- Support citizens to enable them to acquire their constitutionally and legally stipulated 
rights. 

- Recommend ratification of, or accession to international human rights covenants in a 
manner that does not contradict with constitutional texts. 

 

Article 15 

The Council shall comprise nine members; the legislative authority shall elect a chairperson from 
among them at the rank of a commissioner as well as a deputy; they shall assume their duties for 
one term of six years; one third of the members shall be renewed biannually. 

 

 

 



Article 16 

The Commissioner shall be have the right to: 

- Challenge constitutionality of legislations related to human rights and public liberties. 
- Challenge before the courts rules of procedure of public and private institutions, as well 

as decisions issued by them in contradiction with constitutional and legal human rights 
related provisions based on a request by those concerned. 

 
Sixth 

 

National Council on Education 

 

Article 17 

The National Council on Education shall undertake drawing plans and developing programmes 
with the aim to prepare young people, as well as reform and develop basic and intermediate 
education, especially with relation to methods of management, development of curricula as well 
as preparation teachers and increasing their capacity. The objective shall be to produce 
generations at the highest level of proper education and creative and scientific capacity that fulfil 
the needs of society. 

 

The Council shall coordinate with the concerned ministry to follow-up the implementation of its 
plans and programmes. 

 

Article 18 

The Council shall be managed by seven members; the legislative authority shall elect a 
chairperson from among them. 

 

Seventh 

 

National Council on Media 

 

 

 



Article 19 

The National Council on Media shall undertake increasing the capacity of media workers; it shall 
also develop a media code of ethics that takes into consideration unity of the country, Islamic 
values, ethics of the profession as well as pluralistic and honest media; it shall work towards 
imposing it on public and private media institutions; it must approve the issuance or renewal of 
their licenses.  

 

Article 20 

The Council shall be managed by six members; the legislative authority shall elect a chairperson 
from among them; they shall assume their duties for one term of six years; one third of the 
members shall be renewed biannually. 

 

Eighth 

Statistics and Census Authority 

 

Article 21 

The Statistics and Census Authority shall undertake the management and implementation of the 
general population census as well as other statistical surveys; it shall also scrutinize statistical 
data submitted by public bodies; it is the sole source for the state’s official statistics; it shall 
commit to their publication while maintaining the confidentiality of personal data. 

 

Article 22 

The Authority shall be managed by a council comprising seven members; the legislative 
authority shall elect a chairperson from among them. 

 

Ninth 

The Libyan Broadcasting Authority 

 

Article 23 

The Libyan Broadcasting Authority is a national authority that is concerned with visual, audio 
and digital media that is based on objectivity, integrity and impartiality so as to ensure diverse 
views and offer correct information; it shall work towards supporting peaceful coexistence and 
human rights culture. 



 

Article 24 

The Authority shall be managed by a council comprising six members; the legislative authority 
shall elect a chairperson from among them; one third of the members shall be renewed 
biannually. 

 

Tenth 

National Council on the Protection of Cultural and Linguistic Heritage 

 

Article 25 

The Council shall undertake the development and advancement of Arabic, Amazighi, Tebbaui, 
Targhi as well as other languages; it shall also preserve the diverse cultural heritage of the 
Libyan people and works towards its documentation, identification and revival. 

 

Article 26 

The Council shall be managed by seven members, provided that they include representatives of 
linguistic components (Amazigh, Tebu and Touaregh); the legislative authority shall elect a 
chairperson for the Council from among its members. 

 



  

THE COMMITTEE ON RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES AND 
TRANSIONAL MEASURES 

1 

 

In the Name of God, Most Beneficent, Most Merciful 

 

 

 

Rights and Liberties Part  
 

 

Article ( ) 

 

Rights and liberties shall be the basis of governance, the State shall commit to enshrining them 
and reaffirming the values of democracy, human dignity, equality and freedom. All this shall be 
within the framework of Sharia and its peremptory stipulations.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

Rights Related to the Human Body  

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Life 

1. The State shall ensure the right to life. 
2. The State shall ensure compensating those affected and injured due to crimes of blood 

and wounds in case the perpetrator is unknown. 
3. The State shall commit to care for victims of terrorism and natural disasters. 

 

Article ( ) 

Physical and Mental Inviolability and Integrity of the Body  

 

Every person shall have the right to the inviolability and integrity of their body. The State shall 
take the necessary measures to: 

1. Prohibit scientific and medical experiments on humans for reasons other than their 
therapeutic interest. 

2. Prohibit slavery and semi-slavery.  
3. Prohibit financial gain from the human body. 
4. Prohibit torture as well as harsh, inhumane and degrading penalties. 
5. Prohibit forced disappearance and arbitrary arrest. 
6. Prohibit all acts that constitute crimes against humanity, war and genocide crimes. 
7. Prohibit all forms of violence. 
8. Ensure health care for all citizens and provide preventive and therapeutic service therefor. 

 

CHAPTER TWO 

Rights Related to the Human Integrity  
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Article ( ) 

The Inviolability of Private Life 

 

The State shall ensure inviolability of private life and shall prohibit arbitrary interference therein, 
this shall inlcude: 

1. Inviolability of residences, which cannot be entered except in the state of necessity, nor 
can it be searched unless in the event of flagrant délicto or by a court order. 

2. Inviolability of correspondence and conversations, which may not be monitored except 
through an authorization from the competent judge. 

3. Inviolability of personal data. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Equality Between Male and Female Citizens 

The State shall ensure equality between male and female citizens within and before the law. To 
this end, it shall take the following measures: 

1. Prohibit discrimination whether by depravation, reduction, increase or restriction. 
2. Prohibit assumption of public functions by those convicted of a crime of discrimination. 
3. Empower disabled persons in order to enjoy their rights and develop their capacities. 

 

Article ( ) 

Prohibition of Discrimination Against Women 

All forms of discrimination against women shall be prohibited, including: 

1. Arbitrary dismissal for reasons related to maternity; [they shall have] the right to a paid 
leave and maternity leave. 

2. Forced marriage. 
3. All forms of violence against women; necessary actions shall be taken to prevent thereof. 

 

The State shall ensure: 

4. Equal opportunities among men and women in responsibilities in all sectors. 
5. Right to equal consequences of being Libyan for women on the same basis as men. 
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The State shall also commit to the acquired rights of women and shall work to support and 
develop thereof. 

 

 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Fair Trial 

 

Every person shall have the right to fair trial with regards to any criminal charge or to decide on 
his/her rights and obligations, before a competent court established by law where all safeguards 
shall be ensured, including in particular: 

 

1. Declaration of arrest to the competent judicial authority, family of the arrestee or 
whomever he/she chooses, identification of the location of arrest and keeping him/her 
well informed of his/her rights at the time of arrest. 

2. The right to a counsel. The State shall guarantee a counsel for those in hardship in 
accordance with judicial aid. 

3. A counsel must be present for those facing felony charges before the criminal court. 
4. Public hearing within the boundaries of public order, justice and fairness. 
5. Legitimacy of the conviction evidence. 
6. Provide adequate time and necessary facilitations for the preparation of the defense, and 

allow the accused to contact family, counsels and whomever he/she deems necessary to 
contact. 

7. Every person shall have the right to know identity of the person in charge of their arrest 
and the person conducting the investigation. 

8. The right to be present at trial. 
9. The right to interpretation service.  
10. The right to remain silent and not to be compelled to provide evidence, as well as to draw 

his/her attention that he/she is liable for the information he/she provides, and to his/her 
right to be seen by a physician. 

11. The right to appeal before a higher court. 
12. The accused shall be innocent until proven guilty by a final court ruling. 
13. Power of res judicata. 
14. The right to the respect of human dignity in all criminal procedures. 
15. The right to trial within a reasonable period; the speed and duration of proceedings 

affecting rights and liberties shall be guaranteed. 
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16. Prohibition of arrest and imprisonment in places defined by the law, and guarantee of 
rehabilitation of those who are incarcerated in them. 

17. Justification of orders affecting rights and liberties. 
18. Provisional detention shall be an exceptional measure to maintain evidence or public 

order. It shall only be resorted to in the event of insufficient alternatives. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Decent Life 

 

The State shall ensure all male and female citizens a decent level of life and welfare 
proportionate to its economic situation. This shall include the following actions: 

1. Integration of those of unknown descent within society, and enabling their access to 
social protection and social cover. 

2. Provision of a decent life for retirees, divorced women, widows, female heads of 
households and female spinsters. 

3. Provision of housing subsidy for those in hardship. 
4. Provide care to the elderly, as well as preserve their dignity and enable them to utilize all 

preventive and therapeutic services. 
5. Protection against all social risks, including unemployment and old age. 

 

CHAPTER THREE 

Thought Related Rights  

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Intellectual Property 

The State shall ensure: 

1. Protection of physical and moral rights of all forms of intellectual property. 
2. Protection of popular heritage as well as cultural and civilized inherited tradition 

devolved to [the State] following the death of the author.  
3. Protection of the right to physical utilization by the owners of cultural heritage. 
4. Protection of industrial property if characterized by excellence at the international level. 
5. Necessary measures to combat violation of intellectual property. 
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Article ( ) 

The Right to Education  

Every person shall have the right to education, which shall aim to build personality, maintain 
national identity, engrain scientific research, develop talents, encourage innovation, establish 
Islamic and humanity values as well as values of citizenship, tolerance, solidarity and peace, 
respect of human and basic rights rights, and provide education opportunities to every individual 
in accordance with mental and scientific capabilities. To this end, the State shall ensure the 
following: 

1. Develop scientific curricula ensuring prosperity and stability according to global quality 
standards. 

2. Compulsory education until the age of eighteen. 
3. Spread of schools and institutes all over the Libyan Region. 
4. Promotion and development of vocational and technical education. 
5. Continuous training for male and female teachers taking into account their physical and 

moral rights. 
6. Openness of education institutions to all humanitarian experiences. 
7. Education on human rights and basic rights. 

 

Article ( ) 

Tertiary Education 

The State shall take the necessary action to ensure: 

1. State ownership of public universities and ensure their financial and academic 
independence, freedom of establishing private universities in accordance with the 
education policies of the State.   

2. Competitiveness and promotion of local and international cooperation among 
universities. 

3. Academic freedom and the right to pursue knowledge per se. 
4. Taking into consideration the rights of gifted persons in university education. 

 

Article ( ) 

Freedom of Scientific Research 

The State shall commit to take the necessary action to develop scientific research including: 

1. Development of scientific research and guaranteeing the right to enjoy the benefits of 
scientific and technical progress and provision of required institutional frameworks. 
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2. Protection of the ethical and material rights of researchers, as well as sponsorship and 
guarantee of the rights of innovators and inventors. 

3. Promotion of international cooperation in scientific research. 
 
 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Equal Opportunities in Education 

The State shall take necessary actions to ensure equal opportunities in education for all citizens, 
including: 

1. Development of necessary measures to achieve social and economic equality required for 
parity in education. 

2. Prohibition of the condition of residency and place of birth to join any educational 
institution or research center. 

3. Giving priority to the various levels of education and scientific research in the national 
revenue distribution percentages. 

4. The State shall ensure free education at all levels for the appropriate age groups in each 
education level. 

 

CHAPTER FOUR 

Activity Related Rights  

 

Article ( ) 

Private Property 

 

1. Private property shall be inviolable. 
2. Commitment to utilization of private property in accordance with the requirements of 

public interest. 
3. Private property may be utilized whenever necessary in return for a fair compensation 

paid in full. 
4. Private property may be expropriated for public benefit [in return for a] fair and advance 

compensation. 
5. General confiscation of properties shall be prohibited. 
6. Imposition of custodianship shall be prohibited unless by an agreement or order by the 

competent judge. 
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Article ( ) 

The Right to Residency and Movement 

 

The State shall guarantee citizens the right to unrestricted movement and transfer of properties 
within the Libyan Region. It shall also ensure: 

1. Right to utilize facilities wherever these may be and facilitate movement and residency to 
benefit from development projects. 

2. Non-permissibility of prohibition of residency and movement, or imposition of forced 
residency unless by a court order. 

3. Freedom of travel and temporary and permanent immigration. Prevention from travel 
shall only be by a court order. 

4. Prohibition of expulsion of citizens or prevention from return. Extradition of citizens 
shall not be permissible taking into account international agreements. 

5. Prohibition of forced displacement. The State shall ensure the right to return and 
compensation. 

6. Linking the practice, or joining of any activity to the place of residency or birth shall be 
prohibited. 
 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Expression and Freedom of Thought 
 

1. Thoughts shall be free and the State shall ensure [freedom] of expression thereof. 
2. The right and freedom of publication shall be guaranteed, while not jeopardizing the right 

of any person to respond. 
3. The State shall take necessary measures to protect private life against publication, 

including: 
a. Prohibition of defamation, libel, incitement of hatred, racism and violence, as well 

as prohibition of declaring others as infidels. 
b. Prohibition of imposition of thoughts by force or threat. 
c. Prohibition of deliberate falsification of facts. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Run for Elections and Vote 

Every person shall have the right to free, credible, transparent, and fair elections where all 
citizens shall be equal. Disfranchisement shall be prohibited unless by a final court order. 
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Article ( ) 

The Right to Participation 

For democratic participation, the State shall ensure: 

1. The citizens shall have the right to submit a petition or legislative proposal, and there 
must be a commitment towards issuing a regulatory law in this regard. 

2. Associations shall have the right to participate in the development of draft law proposals 
related to their activities, and there must be a commitment towards issuing a regulatory 
law in this regard. 

3. Legislative authority shall regulate the consultative and advisory role of civil society 
organizations and submission of proposals to public authorities and institutions. 

 

Article ( ) 

Civil Society Organizations 

1. The State shall promote and develop the role of civil society organizations. 
2. Affiliation of civil society organizations with political parties shall be prohibited. 
3. Civil society organizations shall be prohibited from receiving funds from any foreign 

government, illegal or unknown sources. 
4. The State shall develop standards necessary for balancing between the requirements of 

independence of civil society organizations and the requirements of transparency. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Establish Societies and Unions 

 

The State shall guarantee freedom of establishing societies and unions on a non-profit basis 
without prior authorization and according to the following: 

1. Registration shall be required 
2. Interference of the State in the affairs [of societies and unions] shall be prohibited except 

as prescribed by law and in conformity with their independence. 
3. The right to defend the interests of their members and the objectives on which they were 

established.  
4. Joining or withdrawing [from societies and unions] shall be permissible. 
5. Formation and joining [societies and unions] by military and security personnel and 

affiliation with any armed or semi-armed formation shall be prohibited. 
6. Function shall only be suspended by a court order. Dissolution shall only be by a final 

court ruling. 
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7. Activities shall be exercised in public and clandestine activities shall be prohibited. 
8. The right to representation of organizers before the courts and others [shall be ensured]. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Assembly and Demonstration 

The State shall guarantee the right of assembly and peaceful demonstration according to the 
following: 

1. Notification shall be required without [the need for] permission. 
2. Imposition of restrictions shall be prohibited unless in accordance with human rights 

standards. 
3. The State shall ensure security of demonstrations. 
4. The decision to prevent assembly and demonstration shall be justified with limited 

considerations. 
5. Criminal penalties against demonstrations and assembly shall not be imposed unless for 

crimes perpetrated therein. 
The use of force shall be prohibited except at a minimum and if necessary. 

 

Article ( ) 

Political Parties 

 

Every person shall have the right to choose political directions. The State shall guarantee the 
right to the establishment, joining of and withdrawal form political parties while undertaking the 
following: 

1. Non-affiliation of party members with trends outside the country. 
2. Preservation of national unity by the party. 
3. Prohibition of foreign funding of parties and [show] transparency of funding sources. 
4. Prohibition of exercise of commercial activities by parties. 
5. Contribution by the State to the funding of political parties. This shall be regulated by 

law. 
6. Parties shall denounce violence, terrorism, hatred and discrimination, and they shall be 

prohibited from utilizing tribes and regions. 
7. Prohibition of affiliation of parties with any armed or semi-armed formation. 
8. Prohibition of affiliation of judges, prosecutors, military and police personnel with 

parties. 
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Article ( ) 

The Right to Employment 

Citizens shall have the right to employment, and the right to select the type of employment and 
fairness of its conditions so as to ensure a decent life. The State shall ensure: 

1. Protection from employment related incidents and commitment to reduction of risks and 
health, hygiene and security standards.  

2. [Entitlement to an] allowance for hazardous, severe and harmful employment. 
3. Prohibition of discrimination on basis of residency, place of work, sex or disability. 
4. Prohibition of forced labor unless necessary or for the implementation of a penalty. 
5. Provision of training and rehabilitation programs. 
6. The right to strike ensuring minimum service at public facilities and unimpeded access of 

others. 
7. The right to negotiation and conclusion of collective agreements, and the right to 

collective action for protection of interests. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Equal Employment Opportunities 

The State shall ensure equal employment opportunities. To this end, it shall take the necessary 
measures including: 

1. Acceptance on the basis of efficiency and experience. 
2. Prohibition of making the place of residency or birth a condition for being accepted into 

any employment opportunity. 
3. Free competition with regards to the available employment opportunities.   

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Enterprise 

 
1. Each person shall have the right to enterprise under free competition guaranteed by the 

Constitution. 
2. The State shall undertake necessary measures to protect competition and prohibit 

monopoly as well as exploitation of power and influence. 
3. All enterprises shall adhere to the non-harm of others or the interests of society. 

 

Article ( ) 
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Press and Media 

 

The State shall guarantee the freedom, pluralism and independence of the press and media in 
accordance with the following: 

1. Prohibit prior-censorship except during war times. 
2. Organize the press and media in accordance with the foundations of an open and 

democratic society. 
3. Prohibit the suspension of any newspaper unless with a court order and in accordance 

with the law. 
4. Prohibit the dissolution of any newspaper unless with a final court order. 
5. Issuance of newspapers by notice  
6. Confiscation of [newspapers] shall not be permissible 
7. Each Libyan shall have the right to own newspapers and media outlets 
8. Provisional detention shall not be permissible in press related cases 

 

Article ( ) 

Sports 

 

The State shall guarantee the right to practice amateur and professional sports for all; it shall take 
the following measures in this regard: 

 

1. Provide and support needed facilities in all areas. 
2. The State shall contribute to the support and sponsorship of sports activities. 
3. Discover and sponsor athletic talents. 
4. Ensure the independence of athletic bodies. 
5. Advance national teams. 

 

Article ( ) 

Multiculturalism 

 

The State shall commit to taking the following measures: 
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1. Protect local languages and cultures, guarantee their prosperity as well as ensure that they 
are taught and used in media outlets.  

2. Protect traditional knowledge and literature. 
3. Protect and develop historic areas. 
4. Teach the arts and increase the span of cultural services. 
5. Protect manuscripts and artifacts 
6. Prohibit acts that are harmful to the cultural, linguistic and historic heritage, provided that 

heritage protection related lawsuits are considered public lawsuits that shall incur no 
judicial fees. 

 

Chapter Five 

Rights Related to Information, Transparency and Anti-Corruption 

 

Article ( ) 

Right to Information 

 

The State shall guarantee the freedom of receiving, relaying, exchanging and perusing 
information, as well as plurality of its sources, in a manner that does not jeopardize secrets 
related to the military and public security, justice management needs, sanctity of private life and 
whatever was considered a secret in agreement with another state, while preserving the right of 
maintaining the confidentiality of the source. 

 

Article ( ) 

Right to Transparency 

 

All authorities, public facilities and partially or fully state owned enterprises, as well as parties 
and civil society organizations, shall commit to transparency; this shall include the following: 

1. Public data, legislations, government projects and contracts must be published. 
2. Citizens shall have the right to access all documents. 
3. Individuals shall have the right to obtain their personal details from all institutions. 
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Article ( ) 

The Right to Equality in Public Employment 

 

1. Libyans shall have no advantage for upholding public posts and positions unless in 
accordance with the aptitude and competence criteria. 

2. No one shall be prevented from applying for public posts unless with a final court order. 
3. The Law shall specify the ranks of public posts in accordance with the criteria of 

competence and responsibility as well as with those required for job grading and decent 
life. 

 

Article ( ) 

  Management of Public Facilities 

 

Administrative facilities shall be established and managed in accordance with the criteria of 
quality, transparency and the respect of human rights. This shall include committing to the 
following: 

 

1. Simplification of their procedures, as well as addressing issues related to individuals with 
integrity and within a reasonable time, and in accordance with suitable procedures. 

2. Periodic review and assessment 
3. They shall be responsible for damages resulting from their actions, and this shall not fall 

under the statute of limitation. 
4. Regular and increased distribution of their services. 
5. Beneficiaries shall have the right to lodge petitions and complaints, and to receive a 

response within a reasonable time. 
6. They shall provide justificaiton for their decisions. 

   

Article ( ) 

Anti-Corruption 

 

The State shall develop a detailed strategy on anti-corruption through which it shall guarantee the 
following: 
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1. Engage citizens and society institutions. 
2. Prohibit corruption in the public and private sectors. 
3. Government contracts and procurement system shall be based on the values of justice, 

fairness, transparency and cost effectiveness. 
4. Non-conflict of interests with regards to public interest. 
5. Protect informants and witnesses. 
6. Prohibit those who received a final conviction in a corruption crime from holding public 

posts. 
7. Ensure the restitution of public assets, and compensate for their destruction or damage, as 

well as prohibit the application of amnesty or the statute of limitations in such cases. 

 

CHAPTER SIX 

(Solidarity Related Rights) 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Live in a Balanced and Clean Environment 

 

The State authorities shall undertake the necessary measures to achieve the following: 

 

1. Environmental sanitation and compensation for damages caused by pollution by those 
who are responsible. 

2. Protection of natural resources and exploitation of wealth in accordance with eco-balance 
requirements. 

3. Preservation of forests and protection of wild life and biological diversity. 
4. Prohibition of acts that are damaging to the environment; related lawsuits shall be a 

common right claim that shall not incur judicial fees. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Equal Spatial Opportunity 

 

Equal opportunity between areas is one of the requirements for equal opportunity among citizens 
and social stability, harmony and peace. The state authorities shall do the following: 
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1. Develop villages and cities, and ensure a suitable and balanced distribution of services 
among them 

2. Distribute resources and projects in accordance with economic competencies as well as 
balanced and sustainable development 

3. Take the necessary measures to encourage economic activities in all areas 

 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

Rights of Special Groups 

 

Article ( ) 

Rights of the Child 

 

The State shall take the necessary measures for children to enjoy their rights as follows: 

1. Each child shall have the right to a tripartite name, a surname and nationality at birth 
2. The right to family care, or a suitable alternative care, and the provision of a decent life, 

as well as protection against neglect, violence, humiliation and use during armed conflicts 
3. Protection against situations that jeopardize his/her interests, education, development, 

health as well as moral and incorporeal growth. 
4. Safe keeping and growth of his/her money. 
5. Adoption of reform, rehabilitation and integration measures when he/she commits a 

crime or deviates. 

In all cases, all legislations and policies of the State shall be based on the best interest of the 
child. 

 

 

rticle ( ) 

Rights of the Youth 

 

The State shall take the necessary measures to achieve the following: 

1. Support the youth so that they can engage in the national life through the spirit of 
citizenship and responsibility, and interact with society and be open to different human 
cultures. 
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2. Broaden their engagement in social, cultural and political development, and facilitate 
their access to the different sciences and technology. 

3. Achieve scientific, social and professional adaptability as well as development of their 
capacities. 

 

Article ( ) 

Rights of Disabled Persons 

 

The State shall undertake the necessary measures to enable disabled persons to practice all their 
rights and enjoy a decent life, especially the through the following: 

1. Enable equal opportunity in employment and public posts, as well as their rehabilitation 
so as to enable them to perform or regain such posts, or compensate them. 

2. Consider the specificities of disabled persons as an integral part of the education system 
and educational planning; [disabled persons] shall not have a special system unless the 
public system is deemed unsuitable, and only for the objective of their gradual integration 
into the public system.  

3. Ensure their access to all places, provided that the construction criteria of public facilities 
and private places correspond to their needs. 

4. Commit to sufficient support for their incomes, ensuring their treatment as well as 
providing support for those who care for them. 

 

Article ( ) 

Rights of Distinguished Persons 

 

The State shall undertake the necessary measures to show the capacities of those who are 
talented and distinguished, as well as develop their capabilities in all fields 

Article ( ) 

Consumer Rights 

 

The State shall undertake the development of legal frameworks to protect consumers with a view 
to [achieve] economic balance, social justice and [respect] the rights of the consumer and 
producer. Their rights shall be especially protected with regards to the following: 

1. Freedom of choosing goods and services. 
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2. Receiving fair compensation. 
3. Preserving health and safety. 
4. Receiving information on the nature of goods. 
5. The right to participate in consumer protection institutions. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Rights of the Elderly 

 

The State shall commit to the protection of the dignity of elderly persons, as well as offering 
them suitable care, as well as providing and facilitating the necessary requirements for services. 

  

Article ( ) 

The Rights of Foreigners 

 

The State shall ensure the following with regards to foreigners who have legal residency: 

1. Prohibit unfair and collective deportation. 
2. Prohibit the handover of accused and convicted persons in case of suspicion that they will 

be exposed to torture [and this shall be subject to judicial guarantees]. 
3. Commit to taking into consideration the interest of the Libyan spouse and children with 

regards to the provisions of expulsion, handover, visa issuance and residency. 
4. Guarantee political and humanitarian asylum according to international standards. 
5. The right to the ownership of residence for himself and his family. 
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Article ( ) 

The Rights of Libyans Abroad 

 

The State shall undertake the necessary measures to protect Libyans abroad and ensure 
[sustaining] their ties to their homeland, this shall include: 

1. Provision of care for Libyans abroad and ensuring their participation in the electoral 
process and contribution to development. 

2. Provision of consular protection for them. 
3. Conclude necessary agreements for their protection and work on their implementation 
4. Follow-up violation of their rights and extend the jurisdiction of the Libyan judiciary in 

this regards 

 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

Guarantees 

  

Article ( ) 

General Rules 

 

Legislations shall be based on balance between the public and private interests; they shall be 
bound by the following: 

1. Generality and abstractness of the legal rule. 
2. Publication in the official gazette. 
3. Shall not inflict or receive harm. 
4. Necessity shall be assessed accordingly without excess or laxity. 
5. A liability shall not be borne by another [No one shall be punished for a acts committed 

by another]. 
6. There shall be no felony, misdemeanor or freedom depriving punishment except with a 

law. 
7. Criminalization and punishment shall be in accordance with the requirements of necessity 

and balance between rights, liberties and public interest. 
8. Prohibit resorting to deprivation of freedom unless in the case of insufficient alternative 

measures and punishments. 
9. Proportionality of the punishment, crime and the personality of its perpetrator. 
10. Prohibit amnesty in crimes against humanity, genocides, war and torture crimes; they 

shall not be subject to the statute of limitations. 



  

THE COMMITTEE ON RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES AND 
TRANSIONAL MEASURES 

20 

 

11. Prohibit the provision of immunity to any administrative decision with regards to appeals 
before the courts. 

12. The right to compensation for violations of rights, liberties and judicial errors 
13. Compensation for provisional detention in the case of the issuance of an order stating the 

lack of prosecution grounds, or in the case of a sentence of innocence due to the lack of a 
crime or evidence. 

14. The exclusion of any behavior that affects or jeopardizes rights and liberties from court 
jurisdiction shall be prohibited. 

15.  Prohibit the inclusion of anything that jeopardizes the acquired rights or the power of the 
res judicata.   

16. The right to resort to the courts when public authorities abstain from taking the measures 
mentioned in the Rights and Liberties part. 

17. Prohibit incarceration in lieu of the non-payment of a civil or commercial debt where the 
person in debt is proven to be unable to pay. 

18. Prohibit the restriction of rights and liberties during the state of emergency except when 
necessary and strictly during the state of emergency, provided that it is in line with the 
obligations of the state under international law. 

 

In all cases, all legislative and executive policies and development and progress programmes 
shall be built on the protection and advancement of human rights; the state shall subject its 
legislations and policies in this field to periodic evaluation, provided that the bases and 
results of the evaluation are published in the official gazette 

 

Article ( ) 

Restrictions to Rights and Liberties 

 

Legislations in the field of rights and liberties shall commit to the following: 

1. The organization of rights and liberties shall be with the agreement of two thirds of the 
parliament. 

2. Restrictions shall preserve the core of rights and liberties and shall be clear and specific. 
3. Restrictions shall be necessary and genuinely fulfil the objectives of the public interest, as 

stated by the constitution, or the need to protect the liberties and rights of others. 
4. Restrictions shall be proportional to the protected interest. 
5. Restrictions shall be proportional to the characteristics of the democratic society 
6. Prohibit the abandonment of guarantees stated by the law. 
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Article ( ) 

Interpretation of Texts Related to Rights and Liberties 

 

Texts included in the Rights and Liberties part shall be interpreted based on: 

1. Promotion of values that characterize a democratic society under the intentions and 
principles of the Islamic Sharia. 

2. Human dignity and freedom as well as equality between all citizens. 
3. Take international law into consideration. 
4. Prohibit drawing parallels with restrictions stipulated with regards to rights and liberties. 
5. Prohibit the interpretation of any article in this constitution in a manner that would say 

that it includes the right to participate in any activity or undertake any act that aims to 
undermine rights and liberties stated by the constitution, or restrict them more than what 
it stipulates. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER NINE 

Duties 

 
1. Respect the Constitution and adhere to legislations. 
2. Practice rights and liberties in accordance with the spirit of responsibility and citizenship. 
3. Defend the homeland and its unity. 
4. Bear the costs specified by the law. 
5. Joint responsibility. 
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The Constitution Drafting Assembly 

 

The Committee on Rights, Freedoms and Transitional Measures 

 

A Detailed Map of the Title of Transitional Measures 

 

Approved in the 51
st
 Session Held at the Assembly's Headquarters in al-Bayda' on 9/12/2014. 

 

Title on  

Transitional Measures 

 

Chapter 1: Transitional Justice Measures 

 

Article ( ) 

The State shall be committed to put in place the necessary measures and mechanisms to hold 

community dialogue, uncover the facts, achieve fairness, reconciliation and constitutional and 

legislative reform. These mechanisms shall be independent, neutral, objective and conducted by 

individuals who have diverse competencies, expertise and integrity and in a manner that ensures 

they do not involve any kind of political liquidation. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Knowledge 

The State shall be committed to take the following necessary measures: 

1. Uncovering the truth and details of the systematic violations of human rights and basic 

freedoms in the period from 1/9/1996 until the permanent constitution takes effect; 

2. Documenting systematic violations and crimes of corruption; 

3. Uncovering the fate of missing individuals. 

 

Article ( ) 

The Right to Compensation 

Without prejudice to its right to prosecute violators of rights, the State shall be committed to 

compensate victims and affected parties, individuals, groups, or regions in proportion to the harm or 

damage done. This applies to: 

1. Systematic violations of human rights; 

2. Military operations and armed conflicts. 

Financial and moral compensation shall include individual, collective and regional compensations. 

The State shall also be committed to: 

1. Treating the psychological and social effects of the violations and rehabilitating the 

victims; 

2. Guaranteeing the rights of persons whose property or movable assets have been illegally 

taken away. In the case of property, the elements that should be taken into account are 

the rights of the original owner, the financial position of the person who has illegally 

taken the property, the constructions added to the property and the previous 

administrative and judicial procedures; 

3. Returning the bodies of the victims of wars from abroad. 
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Article ( ) 

Criminal Trials 

The State shall be committed to take all the necessary measures to enshrine the principle of non-

escape from criminal prosecution in relation to all those who took part in systematic violations of 

human rights and crimes of financial and administrative corruption. In order to achieve this, the 

following shall be ensured: 

1. No immunity for anyone accused of such crimes; 

2. No amnesty covers such crimes; 

3. These crimes are not subject to the statute of limitation regardless of the time they were 

committed; 

4. The necessary measures shall be taken to protect witnesses; 

5. Specialized judges shall be trained on transitional justice. 

When the principle of banning violators of rights from assuming public office is violated, the 

authority charged with fact finding and reconciliation shall examine the possibility of filing a 

criminal case concerning systematic violations of human rights based on requirements of national 

interest, the rights of victims and victims’ relatives, the requirements of fact finding and banning 

rights violators from assuming public office. 

 

Article ( ) 

Guarantees of Non-repetition 

1. The State shall be committed to institutional reform in accordance with the following 

measures: 

- Vetting the staff of the military and the security institutions based on their records, 

and excluding those who are not qualified, in accordance with objective criteria, 

from leading positions and purging these institutions of those who took part in 

human rights violations and in crimes of financial and administrative corruption and 

rehabilitating others in a manner that ensures respect for rights and freedoms; 

- Structural reforms of institutions with the objective of guaranteeing they are based on 

the principles of transparency, integrity and accountability; 

-  Dissolving all the institutions whose existence violates provisions of the 

constitution. 

2. Rescinding all the decisions granting Libyan nationality taken since 15/2/2011 and 

those taken in violation of the nationality laws in force at the time they were taken. 

3. Revising all legislation in accordance with provisions of the constitution. 

4. Disarmament and dismantling of all armed organizations, conducting psychological and 

professional rehabilitation of their members without prejudice to the principle of not 

escaping criminal prosecution and ensuring State monopoly of arms, guaranteeing 

individual and collective security and peaceful rotation of power. 

5. Taking all the necessary measures to uncover the facts about collective disputes and 

uncovering their causes and addressing them in a radical manner. 

 

Chapter 2:  

The Right to Reclaim Public Money and Religious Endowments Money 

 

Article ( ) 

Reclaiming Public Money 
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The State shall commit itself to take the following necessary measures: 

1. Tracing, uncovering and reclaiming public money to the public treasury; 

2. Reclaiming State-owned property illegally taken away by others; 

3. Tracing and uncovering grants, donations, allocations and all transactions related to 

transferring ownership of State-owned property in violation of legislation, reclaiming 

them or reclaiming their value in order to protect others who acted in good faith; 

4. Expropriating money resulting directly or indirectly from crimes of corruption; 

5. Drawing an inventory of State investments in and outside the country and determining 

their status. 

In order to achieve this, the State shall implement international agreements and conclude the 

necessary agreements in order to obtain legal and judicial assistance. 

Without prejudice to the principle of banning those who committed crimes of corruption from 

assuming public office, the State should identify the legal framework for negotiations with those 

subject to legal prosecution to ensure the reclamation of public money. 

 

Article ( ) 

Religious Endowments Money 

The State shall commit itself to take the following necessary measures: 

1. Tracing, uncovering and reclaiming religious endowments money; 

2. Reevaluating the way this money is used and considering the contracts concluded in this 

regard in a manner that achieves the objectives of religious endowments. 

 

Article ( ) 

Foreigners' Ownership of Property 

Without prejudice to the rights of use, the State shall take the necessary measures to rescind all the 

legal transactions on which foreigners’ ownership of property is based. 

 

Chapter 3 

Transitional Measures Concerning Elections 

 

Article ( ) 

Women and Parliamentary Elections 

Every electoral system shall secure at least a 30% share for women for three consecutive elections. 

Article ( ) 

The Right of the Military to Vote 

Military personnel have the right to take part in the electoral process, through voting, after three 

elections, in accordance with the permanent constitution, if the military institution has been fully 

structured and its absolute neutrality has been ensured. 

 

Article ( ) 

Candidature for the Elections in Accordance with the Individual System 

The electoral system shall ensure that candidature is only possible in accordance with the individual 

system for three elections. (Second proposal: Candidature for parties cannot be frozen). 
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Article ( ) 

Non-permissibility of extending the president's term in office. 

The president might not put himself forward as a candidate to extend his term in office for three 

elections. 
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Libyan Constitution proposal 
Local Governance Committee Local (Administration) Proposal 

 
Proposal One 

((Governorates system)) 
 
Includes ten constitutional articles that reflect some of the the committee’s members 
vision and have been articulated in consensus between the following members: 

1. Dr. Abdul Qader Abduallah Qaddoura 

2. Mr. Mohammed Khalifa Elhawasi 
3. Dr. Rania Abdelsalam Elseid 

4. Dr. Gadhafi Ibrahim Bridah 
 

Article (1) 

(Local Governance Principles) 
 
The local governance system in this constitution is based on administrative and 
financial decentralization and the two principles of equal opportunities and fair 
allocation of wealth. The State shall put its legislations and regulations in order with 
that. The law shall stipulate the executive details according to the provisions of this 
constitution. 
 
Article (2) 
(The administrative division) 
 
The country shall be divided into 32 governorates:  
- Sert, Misrata, Zleiten, Alkhoms, Tarhouna and Mislata, Souf Eljein, Tajjoura wal 

Nawahy Al Arbaba, Tripoli, Alzawiya, Sebrata and Serman, Algharbiya, Aljifara, 
Gheriyan, Mazda, Yefren, Alzintan, Nalout 

- Tobruk, Darna, Albaydah, Benghazi, Ajdabiya, Alwahat, Alkufra 
- Aljufra, Alshati’, Sabha, Awbari, Morzouq, Ghat, Ghadames 
A decision from the Council of Ministers to assign their administrative boundaries 
shall be issued. 

 

Article (3) 
(Legal personality) 
 
Each governorate shall enjoy, within its administrative borders, administrative and 

financial independence and full legal personality.  
 

Article (4) 
(Election of Governorate Council and Chairman) 
 
The Governorate Council shall be elected by direct secret public ballot and the 

Chairman should be the one receives the highest votes 
 

Article (5) 
(Representation in local councils) 
 
Elections of all levels of municipal councils shall take into consideration area 

representation 
 



Article (6) 

(Governorate Council Jurisdiction) 
 

The governorate council shall be authorized of legislating, in a manner that not 
contradict with the State’s legislations, in the following areas: 

1. Administrative divisions inside governorates and particularly establishment of 
municipalities. 

2. Approval of development plan and budget for governorates. 
3. Urban planning and building, and local benefit. 

4. Public transport within the governorate. 
5. Fishing ports and leisure and tourism airports. 

6. Agriculture, forests, pastures and livestock development. 
7. Water and Environmental Protection. 

8. Local economic development and promotion of national investment. 
9. Traditional industries. 

10. Culture, historical places and monuments 
11. Tourism Activities. 

12. Sports, recreation and public parks. 
13. Social Aid and welfare. 

14. Public health and hygiene. 
15. Initial health care and ambulance and civil defence services 

16. Local police and municipal guards. 
17. Business, industrial and professional licenses. 

18. Housing, construction licensing and city planning 
 

Article (7) 

(The Governor and his competencies) 

 
The governorate council shall elect the Governor and he shall assume the following 

responsibilities: 
1. Administrative Functions: He is the Head of all staff in the governorate and 

responsible for the function of public utilities. 
2. Operational Functions: He is responsible for order and security and the 

implementation of local and national projects in the governorate. 
3. A council from the sections’ directors in the governorate is formed to assist 

the Governor in administering the governorate, the governorate council will be 
responsible for their appointment and dismissal and they share a joint liability 

before the governorate council. 
 

Article (9) 

(The principle of fair allocation of wealth) 
 
In implementation of the principle of fair allocation of wealth, the General budget of 

the State is distributed in accordance with the following ratios: 
 30% is distributed to governorates according to the number of population in 

each one. 
 30% is distributed equally to all governorates. If number of governorates is 

uneven, distribution shall be on the basis of the three regions of Libya Barqa, 
Tripoli and Fezzan. 



 30% to the national Government to invest in development projects in different 

governorates. 
 10% to production, transit and export of natural resources governorates. 

 

Article (10) 

Formation of regions 
 

A group of governorates, upon the approval of its governorates’ councils, could form 
economic regions. 



 

 
 

Libyan Constitution proposal 
Local Governance Committee Local (Administration) Proposal 

 
Proposal Two 

((Regions system)) 
 
Includes sixteen constitutional articles that reflect some of the committee’s members 
vision on local governance and have been articulated in consensus between the 
following members: 

1. Dr. Ibrahim Faraj Albaba 
2. Dr. Mustafa Abdelhamid Dalaf 

 

 
Article (1) 

(State division and independence) 
 
Libya consists of three regions, Cyrenaica, Tripoli and Fazan. Each region shall enjoy 

within its administrative boundaries administrative and financial independence and 
full legal personality. 

 

Article (2) 
(Administrative division of the regions) 

 
Each region is divided into a number of governorates and municipalities. 
 

Article (3) 

(Regions’ Councils) 
 
Regions’ institutions are: Region’s council and executive council of the region 

 

Article (4) 
(Region’s Council jurisdiction) 
 

The Region’s Council shall have the following jurisdiction: 
- Propose joint legislations requiring the approval of the State to the Parliament 

to be discussed. 
- Enact legislations according to the Constitution and within the scope of the 

region. 
- Monitor the performance of the Executive Council and hold it accountable in a 

manner consistent with State sovereignty. 
- Prepare the region’s annual budget and submitting it to the State’s legislature 

- Other functions conferred by the Constitution. 

 
Article (5) 
The Region’s Council is authorized to enact legislations on the following issues: 

1. Administrative division within the region and establishment of governorates 
and municipalities. 

2. Urban planning and building and housing permits. 
3. Public and utility works. 



 

 
 

4. Public transport inside the Region. 
5. Agriculture, Pastures, and livestock development. 
6. Water and Electricity. 
7. Traditional and small industries. 
8. Culture, historical places and monuments. 
9. Tourism Activities. 
10. Fishing activities and marine resources. 
11. Sports, recreation and public parks. 
12. Social Aid and welfare. 
13. Health and environmental protection. 
14. Business, industrial and professional licenses. 
15. Local economic development and promotion of national investment. 

16. Higher education 
 

Article (6) 

 

The legislative authority of the State shall be competent in all that is not within the 

sole competence of regions under Article (5). 

 

Article (7) 

 
The Regional Executive Council shall exercise the following competencies: 

- Implementation of policies on the sub-level of livelihood sectors within the 
region, without prejudice to sovereign laws and unity of State. 

- Submission of proposals for new laws and legislations to the Regional Council 
for further submission to the parliament if needed for approval and adoption. 

- Issuance of the administrative system necessary for management of the region 
and follow-up of governorates and municipalities as mandated and disciplined 
by the Constitution   

- Chairman of Executive Council shall manage the policy of regional 
governance in sectors, and shall be subject to the supervision of regional 
council and state accountability mechanisms in coordination with the regional 
and sovereign legislature. 

- Chairman of Executive Council shall manage the functions and affairs of the 
region in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution, as well as 
without prejudice to sovereignty of the government over its competences in 
implementation of state policy. 

 
Article (8) 

(Methods of selecting regions’ institutions) 

 

The Region’s Council and Chairman of Executive Council of the region shall be 

elected through direct secret ballot. Fair representation of all Libyan social, cultural 

and linguistic components (Amazigh, Tabu, Twareg) shall be shall be taken into 

account. This shall be regulated by law. 

 

Article (9) 

(Regions’ funds) 

 



 

 
 

The regions are entitled to 50% of its local revenues and projects’ investments 

 

Article (10) 

 
Revenues of natural resources shall be distributed according to the following 
percentages: 
30% to regions according to the population of each region. 
30% shall be evenly distributed to all regions. 
30% to national government. 
10% to regions of production 
 
Article (11) 
(Fair distribution of institutions and higher positions between regions) 
 
The State shall guarantee the equitable distribution of headquarters of institutions, 
corporations and public enterprises among regions. 
 
Article (12) 
 
The State shall ensure equal opportunities between regions’ populations in leadership, 
higher and diplomatic positions. 
 

Article (13) 

 

The Audit Bureau, through its regional branches, shall review and examine accounts 

at the regional level. 

 

Article (14) 

 

The Region’s Council and the Executive Council of the region shall be dissolved if 

the Constitution and sovereignty of the State is breached by clear acts. The decision 

shall be taken after seeking the opinion of a special committee of the House of 

Representatives and the Senate specifically formed to consider issues of Regions in 

these sovereign bodies. 

 

Article (15) 

 

The Region’s Council may put to vote lack of confidence in its Executive Council 

through a clearly reasoned petition signed by one quarter of the Region’s Council 

members and approved by an absolute majority of members through a public vote. 

 

Article (16) 

 

If the region’s council issued a legislation against the State’s constitution, the 

President of the State or the Prime Minister are allowed to challenge its 

constitutionality. The region’s council is also allowed to challenge the legislations and 

processes by the legislature and executive within 60 days from its publication.
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Title on 

The Financial System 

Revenues 

Article (1) 

All revenues, including taxes, duties, loans, grants, profits and returns due to the State from its 

possessions shall go to the public treasury. No amounts of public treasury money shall be allocated 

or spent for any purpose whatsoever except by law. 

Discussing and Approving the Draft Budget 

Article (2) 

The government submits the draft budget to the legislative authority at the end of September every 

year to be examined and approved, title by title. No delay shall be made except upon permission of 

the legislative authority in emergency and necessary cases. The beginning of the fiscal year shall be 

decided by law. 

Article (3) 

The legislative authority should discuss the budget with the government and the Accounts Court. It 

has the right to consult specialized experts within a period of sixty days from the date of the 

submission of the budget; and it shall be approved, latest, by the end of December of every year. 

The budget shall be passed in a law. 

Making Temporary Monthly Allocations 

Article (4) 

If the budget is not approved before the beginning of the fiscal year, the Prime Minister might make 

temporary monthly allocations on the basis of 1/12 of the allocations of the previous year, upon a 

presidential decree, and for a period not exceeding three months beginning on January 1 and ending 

on March 31. Revenues shall be collected and expenditures spent in accordance with the laws in 

force at the end of the last fiscal year. 

New expenditures in excess of the allocations approved in the budget 

Article (5) 

Every expenditure not included in the budget, or in excess of the estimates thereof, shall be referred 

to the legislative authority for examination and approval; and its permission shall also be sought 

whenever it is desired to move an amount from one budget item to another. 

Making Payments from the Public Treasury 

Article (6) 

The law shall identify the rules and conditions of paying salaries, pensions, wages, rewards, 

assistance and compensations decided by the public treasury and the authorities executing these 

items. No exceptional amounts shall be paid except within the limits of the law. 

Surplus Allocations 

Article (7) 

Surplus allocations from the previous budget and the balances remaining in the bank accounts at the 

end of the fiscal year identified by the law shall be returned to the Ministry of Finance. A detailed 

report, supported by the necessary documents, shall be prepared and submitted to the legislative 
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authority to be examined and for the necessary measures to be taken concerning these allocations 

and balances. The legislative authority might consult with the government in this regard. 

Outside the Budget Accounts 

Article (8) 

No account, under whatever name, shall be opened outside the budget, and no money shall be 

transferred to such an account except by permission of the legislative authority. If such accounts are 

needed, the legislative authority shall pass a law regulating the management, crediting and debiting 

of such accounts.  

Rules for Drafting and Executing the Budget  

Article (9) 

Rules for drafting and executing the budget, for its books, records, documentation, accounting and 

legal standards, the identification of the persons who authorize spending, and the rules and 

conditions of closing the State's final accounts shall be passed in a law; and so shall explanatory 

regulations, which include all the records and documents related to the documentation cycle of the 

State and its institutions. 

The Extraordinary Budget 

Article (10) 

When necessary, a draft extraordinary budget, lasting for more than one year, might be drawn, 

including extraordinary revenues and expenditures, and shall not be executed unless approved by 

parliament. 

Loans, Commitments and Facilities 

Article (11) 

No public loans or commitments, which require payments from the public treasury, shall be made 

except by law. 

Article (12) 

Together with the draft budget, the government shall submit to the legislative authority a statement 

about the financial and economic condition of the State and about the measures taken to execute 

budget allocations and the implications of all this to the draft budget. 

Final Accounts 

Article (13) 

The State's final accounts for the ending fiscal year shall be submitted to the legislative authority to 

be discussed and approved latest by the end of April of the next year; and no delay shall be allowed. 

The government shall account for this, the Central Bank shall suspend the funding of the budget, 

and the legislative authority shall discuss the final accounts and approve them within 60 days of the 

date of submission. 

The Emergency Account, the Strategic Reserve and the Budget Support Account 

Article (14) 

The legislative authority might create an emergency strategic account to face crises, like natural 

disasters, problems in the national, regional and global economy and emergency situations, whose 

expenses the government cannot cover from the approved budget. It might also create the budget 

support account when the financial resources of the State diminish, when there is extra development 
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spending or to face rising prices in regional and global markets. The accounts shall be funded and 

paid from in accordance with the law. 

Article (15) 

The legislative authority shall create a specialized committee of financial and economic experts 

charged with the following responsibilities: 

 Drawing the State's financial policies; 

 Following up on the financial system and organizing financial relations; 

 Identifying the State's financial needs within specific periods of time in order to be 

approved; 

 Suggesting appropriate standards to achieve financial stability 

Taxes 

Article (16) 

a. Imposing, modifying and cancelling taxes shall not be done except by a law. No one 

might be exempted from them except in the cases identified by the law; and no one 

shall be charge to pay any other taxes, fees or costs except within the limits of the 

law. 

b. The law identifies the special rules for collecting taxes, duties and other public 

money, and the procedures for spending them. 

The Central Bank 

Article (17) 

The Libyan Central Bank is the central bank of the State, is a public autonomous institution 

regulated by law. 

The Tasks of the Central Bank 

Article (18) 

The Central Bank discharges its responsibility independent of any authority in the framework of 

commitment to the monetary, fiscal and economic policy of the State.  The Central Bank aims to 

ensure economic development, growth and sustainability by carrying out the following functions: 

1. Drawing and implementing the monetary, credit and banking policies; 

2. Issuing the national currency and maintaining its stability; 

3. Oversight over the banks and financial institutions; 

4. Providing advice to the State on issues related to public economic policy; 

5. Addressing the phenomena of inflation and shrinkage; 

6. Preparing the trade balance; 

7. Preparing regular financial positions and the final financial position every year; 

8. Other functions identified by its law. 

The Central Bank's Board of Directors 

Article (19) 

The Central Bank shall have a governor and a number of deputies appointed by the legislative 

authority for a five-year term renewable once. They enjoy independence in discharging their 

functions.  
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Facilities and Assurances 

Article (20) 

The Central Bank shall not give any facilities or assurances except in the cases identified by the 

law. 

The Central Reserve Bank 

Article (21) 

The Central Bank system shall consist of three Central Banks in the cities of Tripoli, Benghazi and 

Sabha. These banks have the same authorities in the fields of issuance, oversight and control of all 

financial institutions in the regions in accordance with the law. 

The Board of Directors 

Article (22) 

1. Every bank shall have a board of directors and chairman nominated by the State's 

presidency and approved by the legislative authority. 

2. The board of directors of the “main Central Bank”, called the “Central Reserve Bank”, 

consists of an equal number of representatives from the three central banks. 

3. The president of the State nominates and the legislative authority approves the 

appointment of the president of the Central Reserve Bank who shall be a member of the 

boards of directors of the three Central Banks, or from outside the Central Banks, for a 

period of five years renewable only once. 

4. The board of directors of the Central Reserve Bank oversees and executes the monetary 

policy of the State.  

Sovereign Funds 

Article (21) 

a. The Libyan Investment Foundation shall be transferred to the sovereign funds and shall 

be restructured by creating three sovereign funds in accordance with a law: 

1. The investment fund; 

2. The future generations fund; 

3. The money reclamation fund. 

b. Sovereign funds shall be funded through a share of the financial revenues of the Libyan 

State and the surplus in the budget in accordance with the law. 

Lending 

Article (24) 

Sovereign funds might lend the State when there is a deficit in the State's public budget. 
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The Constitution Drafting Assembly 

 

The Financial System and Natural Resources Committee 

 

Title on  

Natural Resources 

 

Proposed Ideas and Principles for Constitutionalsing Natural Wealth and Resources 

 

Al Bayda', 2014 

 

Introduction 

The land, all natural resources of different kinds, in the soil and subsoil, in the territorial waters, the 

continental reach, exclusive economic zones, assets of big economic projects, all natural products 

whose use contributes to national income, archeological ruins and sites, returns on the use of the air 

and airspace above the territory over which the sovereignty of the state extends. 

Chapter 1 

Ownership 

Article (1) 

Natural wealth and resources are owned by the Libyan people, and the state exercises its 

sovereignty on their behalf – 

- The state shall be committed to the following: 

- Preserving, exploiting and protecting these resources; 

- Exercising good governance over their returns in a manner that achieves the requirements 

of the national economy and security; 

- Managing these resources in accordance with the following principles: 

 Professionalism; 

 Transparency and access to information, and publishing this information unless 

otherwise stated by the law, to meet the requirements of national security; 

 Oversight and follow up; 

 Accountability before the legislative authority. 

Article (2) 

- The state shall be committed to managing these resources through the institutions charged with 

planning and exploitation, managing their revenues and exercising oversight and follow up in 

accordance with the law. 

- The institutions charged with managing natural resources shall be committed to report directly to 

the legislative and executive authorities on the measures they have taken and the progress they 

have achieved. 

 

http://www.idea.int/
http://www.cdalibya.org/


This is an unofficial translation prepared by International IDEA (www.idea.int) of a draft of Libya’s 
constitution that was published online at http://www.cdalibya.org/ on 23 December 2014.  

2 

Article (3) 

When drafting laws on natural resources, the legislative authority might consult with: 

1. The relevant advisory bodies; 

2. The executive authority (the ministries and relevant institutions); 

3. Relevant civil society organizations. 

The legislative authority might also seek the assistance of whoever it finds appropriate. 

Article (4) 

- Contracts and agreements on the exploitation of natural resources shall be reviewed and 

approved by the legislature. 

- Contracts concluded for the exploitation of natural resources shall be approved by the 

legislature. 

- The law identifies the duration of these contracts according to the type of exploited resource. 

- Granting the right to exploit quarries and mines shall be based on fees and licenses, and their 

duration shall be determined in accordance with the law. 

Chapter 2 

Revenues of Natural Resources 

Article (5) 

- These revenues shall be managed by investment funds and institutions regulated by the law. 

- These revenues shall be distributed among the central and decentralized levels;  

- Resource revenues shall be distributed according to the following principles and criteria: 

1. Population (demographic density); 

2. Geographical surface area; 

3. Marginalization and poverty; 

4. The level of services and infrastructure; 

5. Stability and resulting demographic vacuum; 

6. Regional development (developing the regions); 

7. Human development in all regions; 

8. Using local expertise. 

- Allocating ten percent of the revenues of extracted resources to the production regions in order 

to create alternative, national and sustainable projects; and the areas surrounding production 

regions shall share three percent of the revenues. 

Chapter 3 

Sustainable Development 

Article (6) 

Sustainable and balanced development shall achieve: 

- Liberation from rentier economy and establishing a diverse economy; 

- Achieving regional development; 

- Ensuring the right of future generations; 

- Achieving prosperity; 

- Ensuring maintaining a growth rate which ensures decent living; 
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- Moving development from the peripheries towards the center; 

- Manufacturing raw materials in order to give the economy an added value; 

- Building a diverse and competition based economy; 

- Achieving balanced development taking into account the economic, environmental, 

social and cultural dimensions; 

- Using local expertise in the management of resources and manufacturing the 

equipment necessary for that purpose; 

- Exploiting natural resources in accordance with the law and for a limited time while 

emphasizing the principle of publicity and competition. 

Chapter 4 

The Rights of Future Generations 

Article (7) 

1. Setting aside a share of the revenues of natural resources for the benefit of future 

generations; 

2. Creating a sovereign fund to invest these revenues shall be regulated by law; 

3. Allocating a share of the revenues to invest in the development of young people and 

their scientific and personal capabilities; 

4. Allocating a share not exceeding five percent of investment revenues to support 

government expenditure; 

5. Ensuring that the fund’s money is put in high-safety internal and external investments in 

the interest of the national economy. 

Chapter 5 

The Environment 

Article (8) 

- Protecting the environment within the State's borders is a national duty regulated by a 

basic law which defines it and identifies the criminal and civil rules to protect it and 

the institutions charged with its management based on international treaties and 

agreements; 

-  The State shall guarantee the protection, development, use and exploitation of elements 

of the environment, and shall prohibit undermining, polluting or using them in a 

manner that is contradictory to their nature on the local and international levels; and 

the State shall have the right to determine public interest on any part of the territory to 

protect them; 

- The laws based on the environmental law shall regulate the protection of agricultural 

land, forests, trees, pastures, wild life, water resources, seashores, deserts and 

archeological regions.  

Article (9) 

- The State shall be committed to protect, preserve and safeguard the environment taking 

into account the following criteria: 

 Achieving balance between the environment and its ability to renew itself, on the 

one hand, and human exploitation on the other; 

 Stipulating protecting and preserving the environment in the contracts concluded 

for the exploitation of natural resources; 

 Preserving biodiversity and not damaging or undermining it; 
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 Preserving the plant cover consisting of forests, pastures and green areas, 

developing them and criminalizing encroaching against them; 

 Correcting environmental damage and paying compensation; 

 Legislation shall force polluters of the environment to correct the damage, pay 

compensation and return the environment to its original condition; 

 Commitment, when concluding any contract, to conduct environmental impact 

assessment and take its results into account; 

 Establishing the environmental health fund which shall be partly funded by taxes 

and fees on production as regulated by law; 

 Abiding by the technical standards issued by international organizations. 

Chapter 6 

Renewable Resources 

Water 

Article (10) 

Water resources constitute a publicly owned national wealth; and the State shall be committed to 

draw policies and regulate these resources in a manner that ensures their fair distribution among all 

citizens, while preserving, developing and protecting them and preventing any encroachment 

against them. 

- The state shall be committed to rationalizing the use of water; 

- Concluding agreements, settling disputes, monitoring and protecting aquifers owned jointly 

by neighboring countries in a way that ensures non-aggression on the State's water rights; 

- Giving local authorities, through water companies, the right to take part in managing, 

developing, distributing and exploiting water resources in a decentralized manner; 

- Protecting water sources; 

- The State shall pass the necessary legislation to protect water; 

- The security of water facilities; 

- Protecting ground water from pollution; 

- Protecting the coasts of the seas and lakes from pollution and from effects of harmful water. 

Article (11) 

Preserving and Maximizing Water Sources 

- Prohibiting pumping water into oil and gas wells; 

- Taking the necessary measures to protect water security; 

- The State shall be committed to remove any infringements and enshrining that in the law; 

- Every citizen has the right to clean and adequate water. 

Article (12) 

The State shall be committed to create a water company structured in accordance with the 

geographical division of water regions; and every region shall be represented on the company’s 

board. 

Article (13) 

Supporting scientific research and creating high quality research centers to find solutions for the 

provision of cost effective water sources to use in the fields of economy, agriculture and grazing 

land in order to achieve economic security. 
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New and Renewable Energy 

Article (14) 

The State shall be committed to invest in the field of new and renewable energy of different sources 

and shall encourage scientific research in this field and build projects where they exist. 

Animal Wealth 

Article (15) 

- The State shall pass legislation to protect animals and exploit animal resources, preserve and 

develop local varieties and develop pastures;  

- The State shall regulate animal husbandry, the use of animals in scientific experiments, and 

using, trading and transporting them. 

Sea Wealth 

Article (16) 

The State shall pass the necessary legislation for the management, exploitation, protection and 

preservation of sea wealth and shall ensure balance between exploiting it and its ability to sustain 

and renew itself. 

Plant Cover 

Article (17) 

- The plant cover includes all forms of natural plant life or planted forests, pastures, and 

desert plants and other additions made by humans; 

- The State shall be committed to the preservation, protection and maximizing the plant 

cover and managing it rationally and ensuring the soundness of environmental systems 

and elements; 

- The State shall be committed to pass the necessary legislation provided they comply 

with technical standards and international treaties and conventions; 

- The protection of the plant cover is the responsibility of individuals and the State; 

- Local authorities shall take part in management, protection and planning. 

 

Chapter 7 

Archeological Ruins and Sites 

Article (18) 

The following are considered part of national wealth: 

- Archeological ruins and sites, traditional buildings and archeological and historical cities 

described as such by the law; 

- Coins, manuscripts and documents; 

- Sites of an aesthetic nature, rare natural structures and natural reserves;  

- All forms of cultural heritage. 

Article (19) 

- The State territory shall be divided into archeological regions managed by a scientific 

authority with a general mandate. Its management structure includes representatives of 
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the regions and constitutes the Antiquities Council which shall be responsible for joint 

management and supervision and shall be regulated by law. 

 

Article (20) 

The state shall be committed to 

- Preserve, protect, restore and invest in archeological ruins and sites and prevent any 

encroachment against them; 

- Regulate exploration and excavation; 

- Reclaim the antiquities which have been illegally possessed inside or outside the 

country in cooperation with all relevant parties through compensation, expropriation or 

litigation; 

- Prohibiting any encroachment against them or trading in them. Such acts are considered 

crimes which are not subject to the statute of limitation and law suits related to them are 

public law suits; 

- Prohibiting exchanging them or giving them as gifts; 

- Exploiting them in accordance with the law. 
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